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Dear Delegates,

Welcome to NHSMUN 2025! My name is Divya Shenoy, and I am thrilled to be serving as your
Session I director on the C-34 Committee for Peacekeeping Operations. I am a sophomore at Rice
University double majoring in cognitive sciences and social policy analysis. My co-director, Haruko
Orozco, and I are looking forward to guiding you through debate and witnessing the insightful
perspectives you bring to the table. We have carefully curated topics that are not only timely and
relevant, but also require innovation to resolve. The C-34 Committee has never been simulated
before at NHSMUN, so this is a great opportunity to break new ground as you develop creative

solutions to complex peacekeeping issues.

I have been involved with Model UN since my freshman year of high school, where I held the
position of Vice President of Research as a junior. During this time, I mentored underclassmen,
assisted with research and position paper writing, and was the editor-in-chief of the current affairs
newsletter. This role was incredibly rewarding and encouraged me to continue my Model UN journey
in college, where I am now an active member of Rice’s club. This will be my second year as a director
on the World Health Organization committee for the university’s conference. These experiences
have not only expanded my understanding of global issues, but also cultivated my leadership skills

and allowed me to be a part of a supportive and intellectually stimulating environment.

Outside of academics, I enjoy dancing, playing the violin, photography, and basketball. At Rice,
I am a member of the Bollywood fusion dance team, where we participate in national collegiate

competitions. I am also a huge music enthusiast and love traveling!

My selection of the topic “Implementing Protective Measures in Jammu and Kashmir” stems from
my South Asian background, as well as an interest in keeping up with the region’s evolving dynamics
over the past few years. Jammu and Kashmir’s complex historical and political situation has been a
flashpoint for conflict between India and Pakistan for decades, and civilians are facing the brunt of
these hostilities. As delegates of the C-34 Committee, you will be navigating the delicate balance
between national sovereignty and the need for international intervention to protect human rights
and maintain peace. Because this is a highly sensitive topic, the strategies you develop should be
respectful of the diverse viewpoints involved. Above all, I encourage you to approach this issue with
creativity and a commitment to generating solutions that are both plausible and effective. I am so
excited to see the innovative ideas you will bring to committee in March, and I cannot wait to meet

you all!
Sincerely,

Divya Shenoy
C-34 Director
Session 1

nhsmun.c34@imuna.org
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Hello Delegates!

My name is Haruko Orozco. I am thrilled to be your Session 2 Director for the Special Committee
on Peacekeeping Operations, also known as C-34. I cannot wait to meet all of you and share the
topics we will be discussing this year and the information our staff has prepared for all of you! C-34
is a great committee for creating recommendations for all United Nations Peacekeeping Operations.
This plays an important role in international peace and humanitarian aid to affected countries. Your
participation in this committee is vital, and together, we have the opportunity to come up with

meaningful resolutions and international peace efforts.

To give you some information about me, I live in Mexico and am a junior at the University of
Monterrey. I study Law, and I plan to minor in Finance. Other than school, I also do research as
a research assistant. This semester, I am doing community service and involved in some university
student groups. I hope to study abroad in England or France next semester because I would love to

travel and get to know many European countries. I love to read, go to concerts, and travel.

This is my second time as a staff member at NHSMUN. Last year, I was the Session 2 Director for
CND. I had so much fun last year with my committee, and I am sure we will have a blast during
the committee. I hope to have a great and fun experience for you all, and I look forward to meeting
all of you. I have also been a delegate many times, so I understand the challenges and opportunities

of this role. Therefore, I hope to give you the best advice and guidance during the sessions.

The Committee Sessions are going to be challenging in the best way possible! The committee is
going to have intensive sessions of debate, problem-solving, discussions, and teamwork. That is
why I encourage every single one of you to research the topics of Intercommunal Violence in South
Sudan and Protective Measures in Jammu and Kashmir. This will give you the information needed
to engage with other students on the matter in order to come up with great, innovative, and holistic
resolutions. As your director, I have dedicated hours of research on the topics, so if you have any
questions, never hesitate to contact me. I am more than happy to help with any questions you might

have.

Let’s make this opportunity the best experience filled with learning and collaboration. I cannot
wait to meet all of you and see your amazing work and effort into this. Together, we can make great

resolutions for our Committee and contribute to peacekeeping missions and peace worldwide!
Best Regards,

Haruko Orozco
C-34 Director
Session 11

nhsmun.c34@imuna.org
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A Note on the NHSMUN Difference

Esteemed Faculty and Delegates,

Welcome to NHSMUN 2025! We are Terry Wang and Jordan Baker, and we are this year’s Secretary-General and Director-
General. Thank you for choosing to attend NHSMUN, the world’s largest and most diverse Model United Nations conference

for secondary school students. We are thrilled to welcome you to New York City in March.

As a space for collaboration, consensus, and compromise, NHSMUN strives to transform today’s brightest thinkers, speakers,
and collaborators into tomorrow’s leaders. Our organization provides a uniquely tailored experience for all through innovative
and accessible programming. We believe that an emphasis on education through simulation is paramount to the Model UN

experience, and this idea permeates throughout numerous aspects of the conference:

Realism and accuracy: Although a perfect simulation of the UN is never possible, we believe that one of the core educational
responsibilities of MUN conferences is to educate students about how the UN System works. Each NHSMUN committee is
a simulation of a real deliberative body so that delegates can research what their country has said in the committee. Our topics
are chosen from the issues currently on the agenda of that committee (except historical committees, which take topics from the
appropriate time period). We also strive to invite real UN, NGO, and field experts into each committee through our committee
speakers program. Moreover, we arrange meetings between students and the actual UN Permanent Mission of the country
they are representing. Our delegates have the incredible opportunity to conduct first-hand research, asking thought-provoking
questions to current UN representatives and experts in their respective fields of study. These exclusive resources are only available
due to IMUNA’s formal association with the United Nations Department of Global Communications and consultative status

with the Economic and Social Council. No other conference goes so far to deeply immerse students into the UN System.

Educational emphasis, even for awards: At the heart of NHSMUN lies education and compromise. Part of what makes
NHSMUN so special is its diverse delegate base. As such, when NHSMUN distributes awards, we strongly de-emphasize their
importance in comparison to the educational value of Model UN as an activityy NHSMUN seeks to reward students who excel
in the arts of compromise and diplomacy. More importantly, we seek to develop an environment in which delegates can employ
their critical thought processes and share ideas with their counterparts from around the world. Given our delegates’ plurality
of perspectives and experiences, we center our programming around the values of diplomacy and teamwork. In particular, our

daises look for and promote constructive leadership that strives towards consensus, as real ambassadors do in the United Nations.

Debate founded on strong knowledge and accessibility: With knowledgeable staff members and delegates from over 70
countries, NHSMUN can facilitate an enriching experience reliant on substantively rigorous debate. To ensure this high quality
of debate, our staff members produce detailed, accessible, and comprehensive topic guides (like the one below) to prepare
delegates for the nuances inherent in each global issue. This process takes over six months, during which the Directors who lead
our committees develop their topics with the valuable input of expert contributors. Because these topics are always changing and
evolving, NHSMUN also produces update papers intended to bridge the gap of time between when the background guides are
published and when committee starts in March. As such, this guide is designed to be a launching point from which delegates
should delve further into their topics. The detailed knowledge that our Directors provide in this background guide through

diligent research aims to increase critical thinking within delegates at NHSMUN.

Extremely engaged staff: At NHSMUN, our staffers care deeply about delegates’ experiences and what they take away from
their time at NHSMUN. Before the conference, our Directors and Assistant Directors are trained rigorously through hours

of workshops and exercises both virtual and in-person to provide the best conference experience possible. At the conference,



delegates will have the opportunity to meet their dais members prior to the first committee session, where they may engage one-
on-one to discuss their committees and topics. Our Directors and Assistant Directors are trained and empowered to be experts
on their topics and they are always available to rapidly answer any questions delegates may have prior to the conference. Our
Directors and Assistant Directors read every position paper submitted to NHSMUN and provide thoughtful comments on those
submitted by the feedback deadline. Our staff aims not only to tailor the committee experience to delegates’ reflections and

research but also to facilitate an environment where all delegates’ thoughts can be heard.

Empowering participation: The UN relies on the voices of all of its member states to create resolutions most likely to make a
meaningful impact on the world. That is our philosophy at NHSMUN too. We believe that to properly delve into an issue and
produce fruitful debate, it is crucial to focus the entire energy and attention of the room on the topic at hand. Our Rules of
Procedure and our staff focus on making every voice in the committee heard, regardless of each delegate’s country assignment
or skill level. Additionally, unlike many other conferences, we also emphasize delegate participation after the conference. MUN
delegates are well researched and aware of the UN’s priorities, and they can serve as the vanguard for action on the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Therefore, we are proud to connect students with other action-oriented organizations to encourage

further work on the topics.

Focused committee time: We feel strongly that face-to-face interpersonal connections during debate are critical to producing
superior committee experiences and allow for the free flow of ideas. Ensuring policies based on equality and inclusion is one
way in which NHSMUN guarantees that every delegate has an equal opportunity to succeed in committee. In order to allow
communication and collaboration to be maximized during committee, we have a very dedicated administrative team who work

throughout the conference to type up, format, and print draft resolutions and working papers.

As always, we welcome any questions or concerns about the substantive program at NHSMUN 2025 and would be happy to

discuss NHSMUN pedagogy with faculty or delegates.

Delegates, it is our sincerest hope that your time at NHSMUN will be thought-provoking and stimulating. NHSMUN is an
incredible time to learn, grow, and embrace new opportunities. We look forward to seeing you work both as students and global

citizens at the conference.
Best,

Terry Wang Jordan Baker

Secretary-General Director-General



A Note on Research and Preparation

Delegate research and preparation is a critical element of attending NHSMUN and enjoying the debate experience. We have
provided this Background Guide to introduce the topics that will be discussed in your committee. We encourage and expect each
of you to critically explore the selected topics and be able to identify and analyze their intricacies upon arrival to NHSMUN in
March.

The task of preparing for the conference can be challenging, but to assist delegates, we have updated our Beginner Delegate

Guide and Advanced Delegate Guide. In particular, these guides contain more detailed instructions on how to prepare a

position paper and excellent sources that delegates can use for research. Use these resources to your advantage. They can help

transform a sometimes overwhelming task into what it should be: an engaging, interesting, and rewarding experience.

To accurately represent a country, delegates must be able to articulate its policies. Accordingly, NHSMUN requires each delegation
(the one or two delegates representing a country in a committee) to write a position paper for each topic on the committee’s
agenda. In delegations with two students, we strongly encourage each student to research each topic to ensure that they are
prepared to debate no matter which topic is selected first. More information about how to write and format position papers can

be found in the NHSMUN Research Guide. To summarize, position papers should be structured into three sections:

I: Topic Background — This section should describe the history of the topic as it would be described by the delegate’s country.
Delegates do not need to give an exhaustive account of the topic, but rather focus on the details that are most important to

the delegation’s policy and proposed solutions.

II: Country Policy — This section should discuss the delegation’s policy regarding the topic. Each paper should state the
policy in plain terms and include the relevant statements, statistics, and research that support the effectiveness of the policy.

Comparisons with other global issues are also appropriate here.

IIL. Proposed Solutions — This section should detail the delegation’s proposed solutions to address the topic. Descriptions
of each solution should be thorough. Each idea should clearly connect to the specific problem it aims to solve and identify
potential obstacles to implementation and how they can be avoided. The solution should be a natural extension of the

country’s policy.

Each topic’s position paper should be no more than 10 pages long double-spaced with standard margins and font size. We
recommend 3-5 pages per topic as a suitable length. The paper must be written from the perspective of your assigned country

and should articulate the policies you will espouse at the conference.

Each delegation is responsible for sending a copy of its papers to their committee Directors via myDais on or before February
21, 2025. If a delegate wishes to receive detailed feedback from the committee’s dais, a position must be submitted on or before
January 31, 2025. The papers received by this earlier deadline will be reviewed by the dais of each committee and returned prior

to your arrival at the conference.

Complete instructions for how to submit position papers will be sent to faculty advisers via email. If delegations are unable to

submit their position papers on time, please contact us at info@imuna.org.

Delegations that do not submit position papers will be ineligible for awards.


http://nhsmun.nyc/sites/default/files/Beginner%20Delegate%20Guide.pdf
http://nhsmun.nyc/sites/default/files/Beginner%20Delegate%20Guide.pdf
http://nhsmun.nyc/sites/default/files/Advanced%20Delegate%20Guide.pdf
http://www.myDais.org
mailto:info@imuna.org

Committee History

The Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (C34) was created in 1965." It was created within the Fourth Committee
of the United Nations General Assembly. Its goal is to assess all matters relating to peacekeeping operations. Consisting of 157
member states, it also creates different recommendations to support ongoing peacekeeping operations. It does this through

annual reports that are approved by a consensus of member states.?

The United Nations (UN) was created following the Second World War to preserve international peace and security. One of
the ways that the UN does this is through peacekeeping operations. UN peacekeeping operations are support missions that are
created through the authority of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). The purpose of peacekeeping operations is to
provide support for states involved in conflict and create conditions needed for a permanent peace situation. The specific purpose
of a peacekeeping operation can vary based on the nature of the conflict and potential challenges that arise. For example, some
peacekeeping missions are focused on reducing and preventing conflict between two or more states. This includes the United
Nations Military Observer Group in Indian and Pakistan (UNMOGIP). Other missions focused on ethnic conflict within one
state, such as the United Nations Mission in the Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS). In addition to conflict, peacekeeping
operations also support governments as they move towards a democratic, stable, and free society.® This includes the United
Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA). UN peacekeeping

operations consist of peacekeepers from different member states from all over the world.

C34 is the only body within the United Nations with a mandate to “comprehensively review” peacekeeping operations in all facets.
Thus, it is faced with the unique task and responsibility of making crucial input into policies and other issues related to United
Nations peacekeeping operations. In recent years, C34 has discussed various topics such as civilian harm prevention, community
involvement, women and the peacekeeping process, and peacekeeper training. Since its establishment, the subcommittee has
successfully brought several peacekeeping operations stakeholders together and formulated recommendations and goals for the
United Nations consideration. The work of the subcommittee has been able to assist other organs of the United Nations, such
as the General Assembly and the Security Council, on peacekeeping matters while also acknowledging the various barriers
that remain within the international peacekeeping system.? Although the subcommittee can propose recommendations and
reforms to the international peacekeeping system, the subcommittee depends on the UN Secretariat, the General Assembly, the
Security Council, and individual member states to implement those recommendations and reforms.” Regarding its limitations,
it has provided a groundwork for deciding when and how to deploy UN peacekeeping as a tool to both reinstate and maintain

international peace and security.

1 Alison Giffen, “New Report by the UN Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (C-34) Advances and Limits the Protection of
Civilians,” Center for Civilians in Conflict, May 10, 2021, https://civiliansinconflict.org/blog/2021-c34-report/.

2 United Nations Peacekeeping, “Recommendations of the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (C34),” United Nations
Peacelgeeping,fccessed October 20, 2024, https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/recommendations-of-special-committee-peacekeeping-
operations-c34.

3 United Nations Securi]t_:y Council, “United Nations,” March 15, 2018, https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-
6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/a_72_19.pdf.

4 United Nations Peacekeeping, “Our Successes,” United Nations Peacekeeping (United Nations, 2017), https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/
our-successes.

5 Jorgenson and Giffen, “New Report by the UN Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (C-34) Advances and Limits the
Protection of Civilians”
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TOPICA:
REDUCING INTERCOMMUNAL VIOLENCE IN SOUTH SUDAN

Photo Credit: DFID - UK Department for International Development
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Introduction

Before South Sudan gained its independence from the Republic of Sudan in 2013, the country went
through a long and violent war. The historical division and conflict between the north and south
parts of the country led to multiple civil wars. This included the displacement of more than 2.5
million people, as well as human rights violations. In 2005, as a response to the Second Sudanese
War, the Comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed.! This agreement contained the acceptance of
international aid in Sudan and a ceasefire. It also stated that in January 2011, South Sudan would
hold a public vote on independence. This allowed the Southern region to decide if it wanted to
separate from the North. In July 2011, the people voted for the birth of a new country called the

Republic of South Sudan.?

Yet, South Sudan never gained full stability after independence
due to a conflict between the government and opposing
forces. In 2013, civil war erupted in South Sudan because
of disputes between ethnic groups.’ Intercommunal violence
became the biggest threat to the region. As a political tactic,
military elites manipulated long-standing ethnic frictions.
Violent clashes emerged between the main political parties of
the country, the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement and the
SPLM-In Opposition.* Almost 13 years after its birth, South
Sudan struggles to find stability and peace. There has been an
extreme delay in applying the 2018 Revitalized Agreement on
the Resolution of Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan.
This Agreement was signed to end South Sudan’s civil war. It
contained a permanent ceasefire, a transitional government,
and the promise of free and fair elections. The lack of action
from the national government and the continuous violence
have added another layer of humanitarian risks to the state’s

violent and unstable past.’

The implementation of South Sudan’s peace agreement needs

to be faster. This is largely due to recent outbursts of violence.

Peace agreements and efforts fall short due to a lack of national
unity, political interests, and ineffective law enforcement. One
of the most important tools used to protect civilians and
build peace is the United Nations Mission In South Sudan
(UNMISS). The UNMISS was established on July 8, 2011
by the Security Council.® This mission was a response to
the extreme violence, security risks, and international peace
coming under threat. Since its creation, the mandate has
continued to prioritize the protection of civilians and human
rights. On April 29, 2024, the mandate was renewed. The
Security Council expanded the mandate of UNMISS until
April 30, 2025. Today, the UNMISS addresses the situation
by using peacekeeping actions to provide help and control
human rights violations. These actions include supporting
security reforms, weapon control, protecting civilians, and
supporting the national government.” There are more than
20,000 people in South Sudan serving the UNMISS and
building peace in the affected country.® The mandate also
addresses the challenges in the country, such as group clashes,

gender-based attacks, and electoral feuds.’

1 Madhav Joshi, et al, “Annualized implementation data on comprehensive intrastate peace accords, 1989-2012,” Journal of Peace Research
52, (2015): 551-562. htth:// eaceaccords.nd.edu/accord/sudan-com rehensive—ypeace—agreement.

2 Marina Ottaway and

mr Hamzawy, “The Comprehensive Peace Agreement,” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, (January,

2014): 1-4, https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2011/01/the-comprehensive-peace-agreement?lang=en.
3 “Background,” United Nations Mission in South Sudan, 2014. https://unmiss.unmissions.org/background.
4 “South Sudan,” Global Centre for Responsibility to Protect, last modified May 31 2024, httgs://www.globaerp.org/countries/south—

sudan/#:~:text=During%20the%20last%20quarter%200f,63%20subjected %2 0t0%20sexual %

Oviolence.

5 “South Sudan ‘revitalized’/geace deal must be inclusive, Security Council hears,” United Nations News, last modified June 28, 2018,

018/06/1013452.

https://news.un.org/en/sto

6 “South Sudan ‘revitalized’ peace deal must be inclusive, Security Council hears.”
7 “Military,” United Nations Mission in South Sudan, last accessed August 8, 2024, https://unmiss.unmissions.org/military.

8 “About

NMISS,” United Nations Mission in South Sudan, last accessed August 8, 2024, https://unmiss.unmissions.org/about-unmiss.

9 What's In Blue, UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS): Vote on Draft Mandate Renewal Resolution, (New York: Security Council Report,
April 2024), https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/whatsinblue/2024/04/un-mission-in-south-sudan-unmiss-vote-on-draft-mandate-

renewal-resolution.php.



History and Description of the Issue

Civil War and Peace Process

The origin of South Sudan’s conflict can be traced back to
colonial rule. From 1899 to 1956, the United Kingdom
governed Sudan through the “Anglo-Egyptian Condominium.”
This meant that Sudan had a separate political status from the
British crown. Sudan’s sovereignty was shared by Egypt and the
British monarchy.'® Because of this, Sudan did not have any
right to exercise supreme political authority over its people."!
During this period, the British divided the country into two
parts. This policy only consolidated the domination of the
North over the South. The Southern region was extremely
excluded from economic development.’”” The appearance
of Northern elites in the political administration of Sudan
established an unjust power structure that continued after the

colonial era.!

After World War 1II, the attitude of the British government
toward South Sudan changed when Northern nationalists
and Egypt attempted to create an independent and united
Sudan. Ismail al-Azhari, president of the National Unionist
Party, planned to unite Sudan with Egypt.'* In 1954, political
groups representing residents of the southern part of Sudan
held a conference to discuss their future.”® They tried to

make the South independent from Egypt, allowing them to

become a self-governing state. Northern governors rejected
this initiative. On January 1, 1956, Sudan was proclaimed
independent.'® A year before its official independence, the first
Sudanese Civil War began."” This culminated in ethnic, racial,
economic, and political problems that had existed since the
Turco-Egyptian conquest of the country in 1821. During this
time, the South was denied the right to rule itself."® Because
the State of Sudan was unable to create a unified identity, the
country continued to be divided into the Islamic North and
the Arab South.!” Between 1955 and 1972, it is estimated
that around half a million civilians died during the war, and

thousands fled their homes.?

To end the armed conflict, the North and the Southern
Sudan Liberation Movement (SSLM) signed the Addis Ababa
Agreement.”! Ethiopia served as a third-party mediator.
The agreement allowed for regional self-government in the
southern provinces but did not include independence. The
provinces consisted of Bahr El Ghazal, Equatoria, and Upper
Nile. They could self-govern and have their own legislative
and executive organs. These organs were The People’s Regional
Assembly and the High Executive Council. Still, they would
have no power over national decisions, such as economic and
social development and national defense.”” Most Southerners
were displeased with the negotiation since it gave up their

main goal of independence. The SSLM did not negotiate for

10 Robert O. Collins, “History of Sudan: The Sudan under the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium,” last modified August 14, 2023, https://

www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Tuvalu
11 Ramana Tatar and
293, hueps://doi.org/10.47743/jopafl-2022-24-

dela Moisi, “The concej)t of sovereignty,” Journal of Public Administration, Finance and Law, no. 24 (2022): 292-
7

12 Degefe Kebede Gemechu, “Political and Social Conflicts in South Sudan: The Post-Independence Challenges,” Journal of Modern
Science, 2/2023 vol. 51 (2023): 237-241, https://doi.org/10.13166/jms/166650

13 David Lin, “The Role of British Colonial Policy in the South Sudanese Civil War: A Postcolonial Conflict Analysis (2018)” (BA diss.,
Seattle University, 2018), 2—-5. https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1025&context=intl-std-theses

14 University of Central Arkansas, “Republic of Sudan,” Accessed August 30, 2024. https://uca.edu/politicalscience/home/research-
projects/dadm-project/sub-saharan-africa-region/70-republic-of-sudan-1956-present/.

15 “The growth of national consciousness,” Britannica, last modified July 10, 2024, https://www.britannica.com/place/Sudan/The-growth-

of-national-consciousness

16 Alemayehu Kumsa, “South Sudan struggle for independence, and it’s implications for Africa,” RUDN Journal of Sociology, 17(4)
(December 2017): 513-523. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321142466_South_Sudan_struggle_for_independence_and_it’s_

implications_for_Africa

17" “Civil War in Sudan,” Council on Foreign Relations, July 24, 2024. https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/ power-struggle-

sudan.
18 Scopas S. Po

g0, The First Sudanese Civil War: Africans, Arabs, and Israelis in the Southern Sudan, 1955-1972, (New York: Palgrave

Macmillan, 2009), https://www.sahistory.org.za/sites/default/files/archive-files/scopas_s._poggo_the_first_sudanese_civil_war_afbook4you.

19 M.V. van Baarsen, “The Netherlands and Sudan: Dutch Policies and Interventions with Respect to the Sudanese Civil War,” Clingendael

Institute, (2000): 17-35, http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep05430.
20 “A Country Divided,”
prevention/countries/sudan/a-country-divided.

21 https://peacemaker.un.org/sudan-addisababa-southsudan72

nited States Holocaust Memorial Museum, accessed July 10, 2024, https://www.ushmm.org/genocide-

22 ATJHUB, Addis Ababa Agreement on the Problem of South Sudan (South Africa: African Transitional Justice Hub, 1972), https://atjhub.

csvr.org.za/addis-ababa-agreement-on-the-problem-of-south-sudan/.



full autonomy, which was their top priority.?* A major concern

was over the distribution of wealth across Sudan. Some
Southerners expressed doubts about the agreement since the

North was not providing sufficient funding to the South.*

The agreement did not ensure sustained peace between both
parties. In 1983, then President Jaafar al-Nimieri passed Sharia
Law in Sudan.® Sharia Law is the Islamic legal system based
on the Quran, which is the holy book of Islam.?® The President
also declared that Arabic would be the official language when
imposing that law. The Sudanese People’s Liberation Army
(SPLA) and their leader, Doctor John Garang, rebelled. In the
meantime, the northerners strengthened their political and
military status. In 1989, the National Islamic Front (NIF) came
to power due to a military coup. It continued to declare Sudan
as an Islamic state and attempted to impose Islam and Arabism
through Sudan.?” As the North has always been predominantly

Muslim, there were frequent attempts to convert the Southern

= Difference between the Northerners and Southerners
during the First Sudanese Civil War

Credit: Al Jazeera

population. Northerners generally identify with Arab culture,
whereas Southerners view themselves as African. This ethno-
cultural gap between the Islamic North and the African South
is considered to be the principal cause of the Second Sudanese
Civil War.?® This means that the main cause for war was

ethnically different views in the same country.

As this violent conflict continued, it was estimated that
around two million people died. As a result of the civil war,
many died due to malnutrition and disease.”” Attempts were
made by regional, national, and international groups to end
the war and restore peace in South Sudan. It was not until
January 2005 that the National Congress Party (NCP) and
the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A)
enacted the Comprehensive Peace Agreement. Putting an end
to a two-decade-long war that left devastating consequences
on civilians and the political, economic, and social status

of the country. The CPA contained a clause that stated that
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at the end of six years, in January 2011, a public vote on
independence be held. This would allow Southern Sudanese
people the opportunity to choose between independence from
the North or the continuation of the agreement.’® Eventually,

South Sudan gained its independence in July 2011.

Six years after signing the Comprehensive Peace Agreement,
Southern Sudan voted for independence. The decision was
submitted by a public vote.”® The result was acknowledged
by the Sudanese President Omar Bashir. Yet, the road to an
independent, strong, and secure country remained plagued by
past and unresolved issues. Such as political and ethnic clashes,
economic crises, violence towards civilians, food shortages,

and consequently a massive displacement issue.

The Political Situation In South Sudan

Before the independence of South Sudan in 2011, there were
many long and violent armed conflicts. More than 2.5 million
people have died since the First Sudanese Civil War began
in 1955. Millions were also forced to abandon their homes
and became internally displaced people or refugees in other
countries. In 2005, the Sudan government and Southern rebels
left South Sudan due to the signing of the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement.’” Following a referendum six years later, the
country gained its independence. Still, violence continued in
the country. Armed conflicts in South Sudan often happen
because of a lack of a strong and coherent national plan for
development. These problems are intensified by politics based
on ethnic identity and long-lasting ethnic conflicts, such as
clashes between political leaders and among the Dinka, Nuer,
and Misseriya ethnic groups over resources, especially for cattle

herding.?* The conflict that continues to put South Sudan in a

crisis is not a product of a new growing political strife but an
overlap of pre-existing ethnic and political clashes. delegates
need to understand the reason behind the violence and clashes

in this country, as well as its roots and consequences.

The brutal clashes that occur in South Sudan are a product
of these three forms: the conflict between the Old North
and South Sudan (before South Sudan’s independence),
ethnic conflict over resources, and clashes between political
parties.*® The most prominent of them all continues to be
intercommunal violence. Inter-communal conflict or violence
is a conflict between competing groups within a state or
country. In addition, disputes grow when there is scarce access
to natural resources or political power. These clashes can grow
into something bigger and more violent between two or more

communities.®

Before independence, the core conflict in Southern Sudan
was the long and painful dispute between the Government
of Sudan and the political party, the Sudanese People’s
Liberation Movement (SPLM). This conflict was rooted in
land disputes since Sudan thought the state owned the land,
whereas the SPLM considered it the land of the people.®® It
is estimated that Sudan’s longest civil war lasted around 21
years. The disputes between the North and the South only
created a cultural and political perception of the identity of
“South Sudanese.”At the time, ethnic division along the 65
tribal groups was not considered a threat if managed lawfully.
Many ethnic feuds often lead to national conflicts. Despite
these major challenges, South Sudan gained its independence,

but it did not end the internal ethnic clashes in the country.®

Salva Kiir was elected president in 2010, before the country’s
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independence, in an article of the Transitional Constitution of
the Republic of South Sudan.?” This document allows a four-
year presidential term. Since that election, no other person
has been elected. Salva Kiir continues to be the most powerful
person in the country.®’ Right after Salva Kiir was appointed
head of state, Riek Machar was elected Vice President. Both
the President and Vice President have struggled to come up
with power-sharing agreements.*’ Because of this, several

conflicts have arisen.

In 2013, a civil war in South Sudan erupted as a result of
a political difference between the top government members
of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement. In South Sudan,
many conflicts occur due to rival ethnic groups. This clash
involved mainly the Dinka and Nuer ethnic groups.* These are
two of the biggest ethnic groups in South Sudan. Historically,
the Dinka and Nuer have always competed over natural

resources, including those involving their cattle.®* The current

president of South Sudan, Salva Kiir, is of Dinka ethnicity,
and Vice President Salva Kiir is of Nuer ethnicity. This led
to conflict on December 15th, 2013, when President Salva
Kiir imprisoned 13 politicians. He accused them of creating a
coup against him, led by Vice President Riek Mahar. * Since
then, more than 64 ethnic groups have been involved in the
conflict. These forces have targeted civilians and have led to
an increase in violence in the state.” Because of the political
disputes between the president and vice president, a new
political party has emerged. The Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement in Opposition (SPLM-IO) is the country’s main
rebel group, led by Riek Machar. SPLM has come into conflict
with government soldiers, also known as the Sudan People’s

Liberation Army (SPLA).

This civil war has created an economic and military collapse.
Between 2021 and 2022, the national pound lost 60 percent
of its value. Oil exports decreased from 350,000 barrels per
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day to 150,000.% This change in oil exports has created a deep
economic crisis. South Sudan is an oil-dependent country,
meaning it relies on oil exports to make a profit for their people.
The war has also caused a humanitarian crisis, affecting more
than 2.3 million people and displacing them just three years
after the conflict erupted.”” Due to the crisis, the international
community has tried to support South Sudan and bring peace.
Yet, there were no legal regulations, and creating political and
military arbitrariness from both parties has been challenging.
This lack of regulations and overall impunity has increased the

human rights violations in the country.*

The political state of South Sudan has only caused further
issues in the country. After independence, the country’s main
political party, the Sudan’s People Liberty Movement, slipped
into an ethno-centric leaning governance strategy. This strategy
depended heavily on nepotism and political agenda over the
skills of potential candidates. This creates conditions where
military elites gain power by spreading violence and receive
support by relying on ethnic ties, overstepping all government-
community norms.* For instance, this has resulted in a lack
of a unified military, making the armed forces highly based
on personal ethnic loyalty. To illustrate, in 2013, the brown
caterpillar, a Dinka militia group loyal to President Salva Kiir,
carried out a massacre in Juba, the capital. *° This political
practice is one of the reasons why South Sudan has a weak
system of governance. This has also led to complex challenges
and problems for the country, such as corruption, lack of
rule of law, violation of human rights, and ethnic exclusions.

Problems worsened when other ethnic groups started using

dividing politics centered around ethnicity. This has only
weakened the rule of law and security for South Sudan,

delaying the development of secure institutions.

Regional and External Influences

The ongoing armed conflict in the region has affected the
bordering countries in East Africa, especially South Sudan.”
Regional dynamics are crucial for South Sudan’s political state
and national security, including the previously mentioned
civil war. Delegates need to know the dynamics in this area
to understand the implications and consequences of the war
to other countries. This is especially true in countries like
Sudan, Uganda, Ethiopia, Egypt, etc. As well as the role of
the Intergovernmental Authority on Development and other

actors in South Sudan.>?

Since 2011, Sudan and South Sudan’s relationship has changed
as they are now separate states. However, both countries rely on
each other for oil. This situation has caused tensions between
the two countries over export fees and infrastructure. All
pipeline and refining infrastructure reside in Sudan, while 75
percent of oil is taken from South Sudan.’® The border has also
been subject to conflict. After the independence, the border
between South Sudan and Sudan was not determined. There
were issues involving the negotiations over the border, such as
where the border was and the type of border. ** Technically,
the border between Sudan and South Sudan originated from
the colonial government of the Anglo-Egyptian Arrangement.

This land is a great zone and holds economic and agricultural
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value. Therefore, neither country was willing to come to
terms on the border.” In fact, after the independence, about
75 percent of Sudan’s oil was produced below the border.
This led to greatly reduced oil revenues. These disagreements
led to constant boundary disputes. As a result, in 2012, the
Agreement Between The Republic of South Sudan and The
Republic of South Sudan on Border Issues was created.® This
pact made both nations stop the war and implement all the
security agreements reached in previous negotiations. Also, it
adopts a “soft border,” which means that people, trade, and

other goods can be transported easily.”’

Recently, South Sudan and Sudan have had to improve political
stability by enhancing peace and cooperation. In 2022, the
President of South Sudan, Salva Kiir, talked with Sudan’s
leaders to promote strong, healthy relations.”® However, the
eruption of the Sudanese civil war in 2023 happened. They
resulted in a significant displacement of both Sudan’s civilians
and South Sudanese refugees in Sudan. Prior to the Sudanese
civil war in 2023, Sudan hosted around 800,000 South
Sudanese refugees. Now, more than 527,200 refugees have
returned to South Sudan.” That is not the only effect South
Sudan has received as Sudan’s civil war unraveled. The South
Sudan Country Focus Report 2024 states that South Sudan’s
economy is expected to decrease by five percent. The reason
behind this is linked to the disruption of oil flow that occurred

during Sudan’s war. ®
g

The relationship between Uganda and South Sudan remains
stable. South Sudan borders Uganda on the south. Efforts

between both countries have existed since colonial times.

Uganda has long supported the SPLA when fighting against
Sudan’s government. After that, South Sudan and Uganda
established a great trade partnership. Uganda remains their
most lucrative trade partner, and therefore, it protects South
Sudan from economic loss.®* Before 2011, South Sudan was
a regional pawn between Sudan and Uganda. As tensions
increased between the two nations, Uganda supported the
liberation of the South from the North. Additionally, Uganda’s
President, Yoweri Museveni, is closely tied to President Salva
Kiir. During the civil war, Uganda supported President Salva
Kiir. He rescued the regime from an opposition attack. Uganda
plays a vital role in South Sudan’s political affairs. They have
supported the national reign by deploying the Uganda People’s
Defence Force (UPDF). Since then, Ugandas President led
a Peace Initiative. Uganda continues to make peace between
both sides.®> South Sudan’s situation is getting worse. Many
people have fled to nearby countries. The United Nations
Refugee Agency says there are about 2.2 million refugees,
with 41 percent of them in Uganda. In response, the Ugandan
government introduced new policies to help refugees access

basic services.®

Ethiopia is located in the Horn of Africa. It is the only
country that borders both Sudan and South Sudan. Therefore,
it fosters friendly relations with both countries. Ethiopia
continues to suffer from the conflicts of Sudan and South
Sudan. Historically, Ethiopia has been a close ally of South
Sudan. Ever since the Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement
arose in 1938.% Ethiopia and South Sudan have similar goals,

like using natural resources and growing their economies.
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Ethiopia has strong ties with South Sudan’s leaders, leading
to a partnership through IGAD (a regional group).® This
partnership works to improve South Sudan’s security and
economy. They support trade and infrastructure and include

young people and women in their plans.*

The Intergovernmental Authority of Development (IGAD)
is a strategic framework for the first Strategic Plan. The
plan promotes regional cooperation between the member
states while aiming to improve the well-being of all citizens.
The IGAD was created in 1996 as a reaction to the effects
of recurring droughts and natural disasters. These disasters
resulted in famine, economic downfall, and ecological decay.
It has eight members: Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia,
Sudan, Uganda, and South Sudan.®” The IGAD has played a
vital role in South Sudan. Its duty dates back to the signing of
the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and the negotiation of
the Agreement on the Resolution of Conflict in the Republic
of South Sudan (ARCSS) in 2015. IGAD has constantly
approached peace in South Sudan; however, it has failed to

neutralize the warring parties in South Sudan.® It is believed
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that the IGAD peace process failed because of a lack of
understanding of the obstacles and opportunities to make a
change. The situation in South Sudan is highly influenced by
what’s happening in the region. Countries in the area can either
help or make things worse. If a country is unstable, it can affect
South Sudan. However, a country with great international
policies can provide aid and help. Delegates must understand
regional influence and how they can affect the ongoing crisis
in South Sudan. As well as other factors, such as human rights
violations. These violations are a big issue for the international

community and must be dealt with quickly.

International Interventions

The recent conflicts in South Sudan show how hard it is to
achieve peace consolidation in the country. Intercommunal
violence is still a huge problem. Peace agreements and
efforts have yet to be effective. Therefore, the international
community must reflect carefully on what can be done to
achieve peace. Delegates need to comprehend how important

international support is in South Sudan.”” The country is
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dealing with complex conflicts involving armed and political
groups. There are organizations trying to address the many
humanitarian needs, helping over seven million people.
However, humanitarian needs are growing faster every day.”
The international community has responded in many ways.
For example, the International Organization of Migration
created the South Sudan Plan 2023-2025. They work with
partners, communities, and key partners. The plan provides
support to people in vulnerable situations. The program is
adapting a community-based approach to changes in the area
easier. To meet the goals of the Revitalized Peace agreement,
the program is attempting to help the civilians affected and

also supporting the national government.”

The United States has been a major ally of South Sudan for
decades, and it has continued to support the country in these
critical times of urgent humanitarian need. It is estimated that
in the fiscal year of 2024, the U.S. government assisted South
Sudan with almost USD 351 million. And overall, the U.S.
has helped the young country with nearly USD 7.3 billion.”
This assistance has helped millions in South Sudan. In 2017
alone, nearly five million people received food assistance. One
million children and pregnant women were medically treated
for malnutrition, and three million people were aided with
emergency health kits.”> Also, many Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) are helping South Sudan. For example,
OXFAM is an international NGO that is currently aiding
more than 500,000 people suffering from the hunger crisis.”
The International Rescue Committee is also an NGO aiding
more than 1.5 million people by providing primary services

like protection, reproductive health, and nutrition services

and refugees to internally displaced people.”

The European Union is also helping South Sudan by
designating funds to cover humanitarian actions. It is estimated
that around 49.5 million euros were donated. Around EUR
four million were destined to support mobile interventions for
education in emergencies, food insecurity, and malnutrition.
The European Union is doing its best to reduce excess
mortality through emergency food assistance in all areas of
the country.’® There have been many responses from the
international community for the protection and justice of the
human rights violations occurring in South Sudan. Regarding
justice and accountability, the African Union stepped up in
2013 to create a Hybrid Court of South Sudan. The purpose
of this was to investigate the violations and abuses committed
during the armed clashes and create recommendations for
reconciliation, healing, and, most importantly. Accountability
for the horrible crimes. Not only was this a great way for the
African Union to demonstrate regional leadership and help
a fellow African country, but it displayed zero tolerance for
impunity and ended the abuses occurring. However, the
creation of the project has been delayed, reflecting a need for

more political will to punish the serious crimes. 7/

In 2019, major international groups and countries launched
the Support Platform for the Global Compact for Refugees
(GCR). The parties involved are the Intergovernmental
Authority for Development (IGAD), the European Union,
the United States and Germany, and the UNHCR. The
members seek to facilitate and enable conditions for durable
and sustainable solutions to provide a safe return for refugees.

These efforts align with the IGAD member countries
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agreement with the IGAD Nairobi Declaration (Djibouti,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, and
Uganda) to create durable solutions for refugees while securing

their protection in host countries.”®

One of the most important tools the international community
uses to protect civilians and build peace in South Sudan is the
United Nations Mission In South Sudan. The UNMISS was
established on July 8, 2011, as a response from the Security
Council (resolution 1996 (2011)) to extreme violence, threat
to security, and disturbance of international peace. Since then,
the mandate has continued to be extended to prioritize the
protection of civilians and human rights. The last renewal
of the mandate was on April 29, 2024, when the Security
Council adopted resolution 2729, renewing the mandate of
UNMISS until April 30, 2025. This resolution received 13

votes in favor and two abstentions from China and Russia.””

The UNMISS is one of eleven peacekeeping operations under
the United Nations Peacekeeping, a United Nations Peace
Operations department. Founded in 1945, UN Peacekeeping

has been a significant tool for pacifying and mitigating

conflict, fostering peace, and ensuring global security.
Peacekeeping assists countries in transitioning from violence
to peace by addressing conflict and engaging in diplomatic
actions with hostile parties to negotiate agreements. The UN
Peacekeeping operates under three key principles: consent of
the parties, impartiality, and using armed force only in self-
defense or defense of the mandate. Its unique strengths include
legitimacy, the ability to deploy troops and police around the
world, burden sharing, and the integration of troops with

civilian peacekeepers.®

UNMISS isauthorized to use all necessary actions to implement
and respect its mandate because the UN Peacekeeping acts
under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations.
Therefore, UNMISS now has almost 20,000 peacekeepers
serving the mission to protect civilians and assist the conflict-
affected nation. More than 73 countries are deploying
personnel, such as police, military, and civilians, to carry out
the duties the mandate provides. The primary four duties are
the protection of civilians, the delivery of humanitarian aid,

supporting the implementation of the peace process and the

78 UNHCR, The Pockets of Hope Initiative: Realizing Solutions in South Sudan, (Geneva: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,

2022), hteps://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/le aC{— S()if/ ?\%b 1(71f7 a4
- Mandate,

79 “United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNM
unmissions.org/mandate

pdf
%nited Nations, last accessed July 18, 2024, https://unmiss.

80 “What is Peacekeeping?,” United Nations Peacekeeping, last accessed July 18, 2024, https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/what-is-

peacekeeping

International Humanitarian Aid for More Than 14,000
People in Malakal, South Sudan

Credit: Oxfam East Africa

AL


https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/legacy-pdf/62b17f7a4.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/legacy-pdf/62b17f7a4.pdf

revitalized agreement, and monitoring and reporting human

rights.®!

The international community has made several interventions
regarding the situation in South Sudan, from international
programs to peacekeeping. It is now crucial that all countries
come together to assist the peace process in South Sudan,
protect all civilians from potential violations of their human
rights, and assist all those who have been victims. International
interventions are key to maintaining international peace and

restoring conflict.

Justice and Human Rights Considerations

According to the United Nations, human rights are rights
all humans have for the mere reason of existing and are not
granted by any state. The rights are inherent to all human
beings, regardless of nationality, ethnic origin, sex, religion,

etc.®?

More than 10 years after the outbreak of the civil war in South
Sudan, the constant conflict has had a devastating impact on
the human rights of all civilians in the nation. There had been
relentless violations and abuses of human rights, international
law, and crimes against humanity.* South Sudan continues to
struggle with political differences along with ethnic disputes.
This has led to a massive negative impact on human rights
and the lives of people living in South Sudan. There has
been a huge loss of lives, poverty, hunger, arbitrary arrest and
detentions, displacement crisis, and more. The United Nations
Development Program states that the situation hasimpacted the
country’s fragile peace and triggered a humanitarian emergency.
In 2023, it was estimated that 9.4 million people needed

support. An additional 8.3 million people required assistance,

and 7.76 million were experiencing food insecurity.** During
this time, the main activity of the United Nations Mission in
South Sudan (UNMISS) has been monitoring, reporting, and
protecting the human rights situation. Just one year after the
violence erupted in Juba, the capital of South Sudan, seven out
of the ten states of South Sudan were affected by the brutality
and violence. An estimated 10,000 people died, and over one
million people were displaced. This is a mere example of what
only one year of the long-term armed conflict in South Sudan
has caused to civilians around the country.® In just the fourth
quarter of 2023, the United Nations Mission in South Sudan
determined that at least 862 civilians were directly affected by
violence. From those 862, 406 were killed, 293 injured, and
100 abducted. The main source affecting civilians continues
to be the inter-communal violence led by militias and civil

defense groups.®

Political tension also has created an environment in South
Sudan where arbitrary arrests are used as an intimidation tool
to silence the opposition. Different political views are often
met with harsh reactions, creating a climate of overall fear
and censorship. The perpetrators (militias and civil defense
groups) continue this cycle of abuse of power and violation
of human rights because of a lack of accountability in the
country. In order to approach this issue, holistic resolutions
have to be implemented in order to address the root causes of
these violations. These resolutions include strengthening the

law and the protection of human rights.*”

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights Article 25(1)
states that “everyone has the right to a standard of living
adequate for the health and well-being of himself and his

family, including food, clothing, housing.” This is known as
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the right to adequate food. However, South Sudan is hosting
one of the world’s biggest food crises.* In 2020, The United
States Agency for International Development estimated that
around six million people face extremely acute food insecurity
levels. Also, 6.5 million people were projected to face these
similar rates of food insecurity. Food assistance programs are
the main food source for many vulnerable families in South
Sudan. The ongoing effects of the violent political conflict
are creating poor economic decisions, cereal (grain used for
food) production shortages, low access to cattle and livestock,
and the inflation of food prices.*” In February 2017, the
UN declared famine in two counties of South Sudan, where
100,000 people are facing famine and one million are on the
brink of starvation. 4.9 million people are already suffering
from severe food insecurity, and 47 percent of the population
is expected to be severely food insecure in July, at the peak of
the lean season. 60 percent of counties have acute malnutrition

rates at or above the 15 percent emergency threshold.”

Unfortunately, South Sudan has become the host of the
largest refugee crisis in Africa and the third-largest crisis in the
world. Since the violence of 2013, an estimated 2.3 million
South Sudanese have fled the country to neighboring states,
such as Sudan, Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.”" These refugees have encountered
warnings of attacks, and many have reported paying armed
militant groups to allow them to cross the border with other
countries in the hope of escaping the constant violence. The
majority of the refugees are women and children, around 83
percent, with children making up almost 655 percent of the

entire refugee population. Sadly, women and children are

victims of various brutal attacks and sexual assaults. Often,
children have to separate from their parents and find the need

to flee the country alone.”?

The refugee crisis only grew more complex as external
regional conflicts occurred in 2023, with Sudan experiencing
a civil war. Since then, South Sudan has experienced a rush
of refugees from Sudan, as well as returnees (a refugee who
has returned to their home country) at the border. By the
end of April 2023, South Sudan received more than 3,731
households and 23,611 individuals. The recent displacements
will only aggravate an already alarming humanitarian and
refugee crisis.” The injustice in South Sudan has deep roots
stemming from decades of conflict characterized by major
human rights violations. The resolution for such conflict is
complex. People’s lives have been impacted and scarred;
unfortunately, the situation only seems to decay. Many abuses
come from military leaders and high political figures, resulting
in a lack of accountability in the region.”* According to the
Ofhice of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, atrocity crimes are present in South Sudan. Nearly
all 14 risk factors for such crimes are present. The United
Nations defines “atrocity crimes” with three terms: genocide,
crimes against humanity and war crimes. This showcases the

importance of taking international action more than ever.”

The Human Rights Council took action by creating the
Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan. The
mission expresses concern over the humanitarian situation.
It acknowledges the threat impunity creates in the region.
Despite these efforts, South Sudan continues to experience a

humanitarian crisis. The international community, officials,
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politicians, organizations, and civilians must not overlook
the situation. All parties must unite to help reduce abuses to
civilians and build long-lasting peace in the country.”® This
situation demands urgent attention from the international
community, high-ranking officials, politicians, organizations,
and civilians. All parties must unite to reduce abuses against
civilians and work towards building lasting peace in the

country.

Peacebuilding Efforts

Peacebuilding strategies and efforts in South Sudan have been
crucial for addressing long-standing conflicts and fostering
stability. However, they have not yet overcome the years
of turmoil in the region. Delegates must comprehend the
significance of peacebuilding, its strategies, its role in South
Sudan, and its impact. Peacebuilding creates effective political
relationships across any boundaries. Its objective is to solve
injustice in a region peacefully. Therefore, it transforms the
original conditions that create conflict. Conflict prevention,
resolutions, and peace can manifest in peacebuilding. It can
become an effective strategy when it meets its purpose in
the long run and establishes a relationship among people.
Peacebuilding can resolve conflicts and also build societies and

institutions to sustain peace and justice.”

Efforts in South Sudan officially ended wars, such as the Second
South Sudanese Civil War, by signing the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement. However, the implementation failed.
Unfortunately, violence in South Sudan continues, only
reiterating the fragility of the peace forged by the CPA. Sadly, it
left South Sudan vulnerable to continual relapse into conflict.
Many believe the reason for this relies on the fact that decision-
making is centralized within certain groups. Politicians and

international actors build plans that trickle down to the

general population. There has been very little participation
from local groups, women and youth groups, and NGOs.”
Pairing big initiatives and peace agreements from governments

with initiatives from local actors can benefit the situation.

The Intergovernmental Authority on Development has played
a crucial role in South Sudan’s peace-building strategies. For
instance, from 2013 to 2015, IGAD inaugurated the South
Sudan Peace talks, led by high political figures from Ethiopia,
Kenya, and Sudan, to discuss the peace process in the country.
Eventually, in 2015, the Agreement on the Resolution of the
Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan was signed thanks
to the pressure from IGAD and other countries. The parties
compromised on the cessation of hostilities and the cessation
of the war. The IGAD has made significant progress in peace
by facilitating diplomatic talks between warring parties.
However, the efforts remain insufficient, and many challenges
make peacebuilding complex. Examples of this include a lack
of national reconciliation, elite interests and political agenda,
ineffective law enforcement, and the spread of small arms.
The government has trouble diminishing ethnic divisions and
tensions between groups. Making it harder to reconcile the
country. Following that, politicians in South Sudan fight over
personal power and wealth by using militias. This only fueled
clashes between ethnic groups.”” As the conflict continued,
law enforcement, such as police services, could not deliver
proper security and justice. Also, the government has failed
to create a clear policy regarding disarmament. Making it easy
for unlicensed civilians to possess small arms, putting them at
risk communities.'® Lastly, It is believed that many members
of the organization lack impartiality and credibility because
they are parties involved in the conflict. Therefore, IGAD’s
leaders fail to condemn the perpetrators for violating peace

agreements. Instead, they maintain neutrality during violent
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times.!*!

Asmentioned before, in 2015, avery ambitious peace agreement
called the Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the
Republic of South Sudan was signed. This peace agreement
aimed to end the violent civil war two years earlier. It addresses
the need for an inclusive government, efficient mechanisms of
justice and accountability, demilitarization, and humanitarian
access. The ARCSS was a vital tool for preventing the parties
from engaging in more conflict. However, in 2016, conflict
erupted again.'” Therefore, South Sudan’s most recent
peacebuilding agreement was the 2018 Revitalized Agreement
on the Resolution of Conflict in the Republic of South
Sudan. The agreement was signed between the Transnational
Government of National duty, the government side, and the
main opposition like the South Sudanese People’s Liberation
Army, Former Detainees, The South Sudan Opposition
Alliance, and other opposition parties. The Intergovernmental
Authority negotiated the agreement on Development
(IGAD).' Its main objective is the end of South Sudan’s
civil war by a permanent ceasefire, a transitional government,
and elections. This agreement, finalized in September 2018,
pushed a transitional period that would end political elections
in 2024 and attenuate violent conflict in South Sudan and

pushed a period that would lead to elections in 2024."*

To fund the peace process in South Sudan, the UN
Secretary-General’s Peacebuilding Fund (PBF) has supported
peacebuilding initiatives since 2011. In 2021 alone, the
Peacebuilding Fund approved over USD 16 million in
peacebuilding investments. This made South Sudan the largest
recipient of PBF funds for that year and the 12th largest since
the fund’s origin. The Peacebuilding has USD 26.9 million in
approved funding and nine active projects. The investments

help the implementation of the important 2018 Revitalized

Agreement to Resolve the Conflict in South Sudan. The PBF
focuses on strengthening national democratization, reinforcing
justice processes, promoting local and regional peace, and

fostering women and youth participation.

Current Status

Recent Conflicts

The humanitarian crisis in South Sudan continues to worsen
as conflict increases in the country. Violent uprisings have
become increasingly popular due to the country’s failure to
govern. The issues of political instability, food insecurity,
displacement of civilians, and violence motivate groups to
take matters into their own hands. In terms of a current peace
agreement, President Salva Kiir formed a unity government
with Vice President Riek Machar in 2020. This peace approach
has been installed to restore peace to the country. However, the
process of such hope has continuously been delayed because
of constant flare-ups of violence. The implementation of the
peace agreement was scheduled for February 2023. However,
the government has extended that period to February 2025.
Since then, the violence has continued, leaving South Sudan
in a precarious state as it approaches the upcoming elections
scheduled for December 2024.' Between April and June
2023, UNMISS recorded 222 violent episodes that affected
871 civilians, including 128 children. During these incidents,
395 civilians died, 281 were injured, 166 were kidnapped, and

29 were victims of sexual violence.

Clashes over natural resources for cattle herding are adding to
the violence faced by the country today. In South Sudanese
culture and society, livestock is an important source of food,

especially milk. However, cattle, in particular, symbolize

101 Negera Gudeta Adula, “IGAD’s peace building effort in South Sudan,” Academicresearch Journals, no. 6(3) (May, 2018): 85-89,

hteps://www.academicresearchjournals.org/IJPSD/Index.html
102 “Peace agreement in South Sudan:

considerable,0il%20in%20a%20devastated %20country.

mbitious but hard to deliver,” Eur(;pean Commission, last modified February 2, 2016, heeps://
www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2016)573965#:~

:text=In%20August%202015%2C%20under%20

103 HORN, The Revitalized Agreement for Resolution of Conflict in South Sudan (R-ARCSS): Addressing the C/ml/enges to Power Sharing

(London: International Institute for Strategic Studies, 2019), https://horninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/0

/No.-17.-The-

Revitalized-Agreement-for-Resolution-of-Conflict-in-South-Sudan-R-ARCSS-1.pdf

104 “RJME

report on the status of implementation of the Revitalized agreement on the resolution of the conflict in the Republic of

South Sudan for the Period 1st April to 30th June 2024,” ReliefWeb, last modified November, 2017, https://reliefweb.int/report/south-
sudan/rjmec-report-status-implementation-revitalised-agreement-resolution-conflict-republic-south-sudan-period-1st-april-30th-june-2024
105 Center for Preventive Action, “Instability in South Sudan,” Council on Foreign Relations, last modified July 11, 2024, https://www.

cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/civil-war-south-sudan.



wealth, status, and power. They are considered a main asset for
herders. Some people look after livestock.!® Therefore, cattle
raiding is a tool used in conflict because it targets a highly
economically and socially valuable asset.'”” In February 2023,
clashes in Kajo Keji County, in the Central Equatoria State,
left 27 civilians dead. The dispute over natural resources in
Lire Payam occurred when unidentified armed assailants
attacked the village. It is suspected that the assailants are from
the Bor community. Bor is a town and an agricultural center
in South Sudan, known for herding livestock.'® The victims
of this brutal attack were 21 farmers and six herders. These
were people from the Nuer community known as “cattle-
raising people devoted to their herds.” ' It is believed that
the attack was revenge for another murder that occurred a few
weeks prior.''” This increase in violence is a product of the
government’s lack of efforts to create a unified army and deny

arms access to local militias.!"!

According to the United Nations Human Rights Office of
the High Commissioner, there has been a rise in extrajudicial
executions. These are killings of an individual outside any legal
framework.""? Between the beginning of 2023 and mid-2024,
around 76 civilians, including children, were killed by a firing
squad. As there was no trial, a grave violation of the right
to life and due process occurred.'® This is the result of two
things: conflict in South Sudan and a lack of accountability,

leading to total impunity.

Another rise of violence important to the peaceful state of

South Sudan is the current insurgency in the Equatorian.
The state of Equatoria is the southernmost region of South
Sudan and holds the country’s capital, Juba. In December
2013, when the civil war erupted, the main area of conflict
was the Bahr el Ghazal region in the country’s northwest
(supporters of President Salva Kiir) and the Greater Upper
Nile Region in the northeast part of the country. Therefore,
the third region, Equatoria, remained relatively calm during
the political outburst. However, since 2016, it has positioned
itself as an active hot stop for conflict. The area intensified
after the ARCSS signing. The Equatorians started fighting for
more local or regional autonomy in the Equatoria, which is
predominantly led by the Dinka.'" According to Amnesty
International, in 2021, in just two months, more than a
dozen civilians were killed, and thousands were displaced as a
consequence of the ongoing conflict. As several militia groups
affiliated with Sudan’s People’s Defense Forces and the Sudan
People’s Liberation Army-In Opposition centered around

Tambura county, conflict only grew.'”

There has been a very slow process to peace; various acts of
violence happen almost periodically. For instance, in February
2024, it was reported that in the Western South, at least 26
civilians were killed due to fighting between local groups in
the community. Because of that, President Salva Kiir and Vice
President Reik Machar made a public announcement to end
the rise of intercommunal violence in the state. However, it
was not enough.''® Since then, many organizations have been

looking to help South Sudan. For example, the Swiss Peace
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contributes to peace and reconciliation in the states of Lakes
and Unity.""In April 2024, a group of young men shot fire
in a village in Western South Sudan, resulting in the deaths
of 12 civilians and the disappearance of nearly 15 children.
Activists in the area believe the rise of violence is due to the
upcoming elections that are set to be in December 2024."
The 2018 peace agreement demands electoral reforms
and strong institutions. South Sudan has yet to create an
environment allowing free and fair elections. Therefore, it
was announced that the elections will be held by the end of
2024. This caused outrage from the opposition because Kiir’s
party drives the election process. The opposition protested for
nonparticipation in elections. Causing more conflict between

Kiir’s party and the opposition.'"”

There has also been a recent outburst of conflict on the border
of South Sudan and Sudan. The Abyei area is a territory
located on the border of Sudan and South Sudan and has been

disputed for a long time due to oil reserves and production.

Since the Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed in 2005,

which ended the Second Sudanese Civil War, the region has
remained under a “special administrative status” between the
two countries. Therefore, the two countries have disputed who
controls the oil-rich area in the Defra Fields. Additionally,
historical ethnic disputes have played an important role
in the current violence in the region.'”® The region has
deep connections with the Ngok Dinka community (the
northernmost Dinka people in South Sudan) and Arabic
Misseriya (an indigenous group of Arabic tribes in Sudan).
As a response to the conflict, in May 2024, both the Ngok
Dinka and Misseriya communities signed a Peace Agreement
to foster undistributed grazing and farming activities in the

region and to create stronger intercommunal bonds."*!

Tension in the Abyei region continues to grow as ethnic
violence between the Ngok Dinka and Twic Dinak, tribal
members from Warrap State, dispute over possession of land

in the region of Aneet, located at the border.’** According to a
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statement from authorities in the Abyei Special Administrative
Area, the fighting occurred as a group of young rebels from the
Twic community carried out a series of attacks. The attacks
are believed to be linked to resentment from Twic politicians.
The Twic community felt ignored by the national government
and the Ngok Dinka community, as they controlled the Abyei
area. Because the Twic felt excluded from decision-making,
conflict erupted'”® In the first couple of months of 2024,
violence in the area resulted in the killing of at least 136

civilians, including two peacekeepers.'?*

As violence continuously disturbs the peace processes in
South Sudan, there is an urgent need for political stability and
a cessation of hostilities between communities. In addition,
international aid and holistic resolutions are extremely
beneficial in times like this. According to the United Nations
Mission in South Sudan Human Rights Division’s 2023
Report of Violence on Civilians, in just the fourth quarter
of 2023, more than 863 civilians were killed.'?> This reflects
the need for humanitarian aid to those affected by the current
political crisis, armed violence, hunger crisis, and displacement
crisis. Delegates need to understand the current eruptions of
violence along with other factors affecting the situation in
South Sudan to turn out initiatives that can fully put an end
to the devastating situation in the country and the current

humanitarian emergency.

The Role of UNMISS in Humanitarian Aid

After more than 13 years since its independence, South Sudan
struggles to maintain peace and stability for its citizens. A
combination of violent conflict, lack of security, poor public
health conditions, intercommunal clashes, and impunity have

pushed the country’s current situation towards a humanitarian

emergency. The people of South Sudan are facing a protection
crisis, as levels of abuse, conflict-related sexual violence, and
gender abuse are incredibly high.'?¢ In 2022, the Humanitarian
Development Index (HID) ranks South Sudan very low. The
HID measures a series of factors to determine the human
development of a country and the standard of living of that
country. While a score of .800 is very high and .550 is medium,

South Sudan earned a score of .381, which is extremely low.'?

Even though there have been numerous attempts to reinstate
peace in the country, the attempts have fallen short. Some
reasons are the lack of national reconciliation, intercommunal
violence, and political instability. However, humanitarian
contributions are always beneficial in times like this. In 2011,
after the referendum that led to the independence of South
Sudan, the United Nations Security Council determined
that the conditions the country faced were not beneficial
and threatened peace in the region and internationally.
Therefore, by the adaptation of resolution 1996 (2011), the
United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) was
established.'”® The main objective was to consolidate peace

and establish conditions for the country’s development.

The UNMISS constitutes a tremendous international tool to
deploy humanitarian aid, help protect civilians, and support
the implementation of the Revitalised Agreement. At first,
the scope of the mandate remained very broad to support
the South Sudanese government in protecting civilians by
reporting rights violations and supporting the government and
military. This was a very optimistic resolution since it stood on
the assumption that the South Sudanese government would
cooperate by willingly protecting the stability of its country.
However, that was not entirely true.'”® In April 2024, the

United Nations Security Council had to extend the mandate
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for one more year since South Sudan had failed to establish
the 2018 Revitalized Agreement, delaying the peace process

even more.'?’

With the extension of the mandate, 17,000 troops, 2,000
police, and 2,000 civilians are deployed to carry out the
multidimensional peacekeeping operation. As intercommunal
violence continues to invade the country, especially in areas in
the Abyei region, Unity, and Warrap states, the UNMISS has
been significant in limiting %the impact on civilians."”" The
operation responds quickly to fresh outbreaks of violence. For
instance, in April 2024, in Jonglei, a group of armed militia
afhiliated with the Greater Pibor Administrative Area attacked
a group of cattle keepers in Tambura, in the Equatoria area. It
was reported that civilians were murdered, women and children
were taken hostage, and a significant amount of cattle were
abducted. As a response, the UNMISS demanded the Greater
Pibor Administrative Area authorities retrieve the abducted

victim, as well as impose the law on those who committed the

atrocious crimes. Also, because of fear of violence escalating,
more than 13,000 people fled and sought sanctuary outside
a UNMISS camp. Thus, the UNMISS deployed another 76
military peacekeepers in Tambura to protect the families and

victims of the serious attacks.'??

Opverall, the UNMISS continues to be significant in restoring
peace in the country. Right now, several council members
consider the following issues crucial to the operation in
South Sudan. Firstly, the implementation of the 2018 peace
agreement (R-ARCSS). With the upcoming elections to be
held in December 2024, it is important to have a permanent
plan to maintain security during the elections since the

electoral period can bring unrest.'*

Another important pillar to look out for in the Mission in
South Sudan is the protection of civilians, especially women
and children, from being victims of sexual or gender violence.

Widespread rape and sexual violence is being used as a tactic
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by armed groups in the country. The government is also at
fault for failing to either prevent these acts or punish them.'?
As a response, the UNMISS held a workshop in the Central
Upper Nile, with more than 40 members of opposition focus,
to identify resolutions and actions to eliminate sexual violence

in the area.

Opverall, the UNMISS represents a case of protecting civilians.
The shelters where civilians are protected are called “Protection
of Civilian Sites” (PoC sites). These sites are temporary shelters
to provide refuge and protection to civilians whose physical
safety is violated or threatened. The sites have attracted
refugees and internally displaced people from other parts of
the country. By June 2020, over 180,000 people were seeking
protection for civilian sites. The sites are in Juba, Bentiu,
Malakal, Bor, and Wau. ' For example, in 2021, there was
an armed attack in the Tambura area of Western Equatoria.
A victim and witness of the atrocious attack revealed that the
attack surprised all as a group of armed men started shooting
and burning the village of Tinakpuro. The villagers left and
sought shelter outside a church near a UNMISS site to feel
safe. In that case, more than 30,000 people were sheltering
in schools and churches close to the UNMISS operating
base in Tambura. The PoC sites are often considered one of
UNMISS’s most successful projects. However, the mandate
has other requirements and missions, such as protecting
human rights, the rule of law, and justice reforms, as well as

creating conditions for a peace process.

Sustainable Development Goals

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a product of
all countries’ urgent calls for action to adopt the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development. In 2015, all United Nations

Member States adopted this resolution as a global partnership

134 “South Sudan: UN report highlights widespread sexual violence a
%, https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-re
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violence-against-women.

to understand, recognize, and reduce levels of inequality and
poverty, improve health and educational conditions, and tackle
climate change. There are 17 SDGs. Some examples are SDG
1 (no poverty, SDG 5 (gender equality), and SDG 16 (peace,
justice, and strong institutions)."*® Each goal can be applied
and viewed within the context of a country. For example,
the 2024 Sustainable Development Report on South Sudan
highlights that, because of violence and the refugee crisis, there
has been no progress on goal 1. However, concerning goal 5.
There has been progress as women now have representation in

the national parliament.'?’

One of the main objectives of the 2030 Agenda is peace. The
United Nations is determined to create peaceful, inclusive, and
fair societies. The General Assembly and UN Security Council
are determined to establish conditions for development and

peace by reinforcing the protection of human rights. '3

The Sustainable Development Goals are crucial to transform
the world we know. They are also a guide on how to achieve
that transformation. A country can improve in many ways,
and by having these 17 goals, it can tackle all areas. They are
universal and indivisible, yet customizable to each unique
country and its situation. For instance, South Sudan has to
work extremely hard to fully commit to the agenda in the face
of the challenges of the country’s active context of conflict and
humanitarian crisis.’® In 2017, South Sudan officially started
the challenge of committing and achieving the 2030 Agenda.
The armed conflict in South Sudan has affected all areas of
the country and the entire population. With over four million
people fleeing their homes and another six million facing a
food crisis, South Sudan must address the civilian’s needs
with long-term efficient solutions. In fact, according to the

Sustainable Development Report, South Sudan has an SDG

%ainst women and girls in conflict, fueled by systemic impunity,”
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Index Score 0f 40.16 (the regional average is 53.7) and an SDG
Index Rank of 167/167, being placed last. This is extremely
concerning and needs to be addressed immediately.'*As South
Sudan faces multiple challenges at once, one particular SDG
needs immediate addressing. Goal 6, titled “Peace, Justice, and
Strong Institutions,” focuses on promoting inclusive societies
and providing justice, accountability, and strong institutions.
Some factors that serve as barriers to the achievement of
goal 16 are homicides (14.1 per 100,000 population), lack
of violence control, lack of access and affordability to justice,

corruption, and unlawful detentions, to name a few.'"!

In 2023, the Global Hunger Index categorized the hunger
situation in South Sudan as “alarming.” In 2022, almost two-
thirds of the population will experience food insecurity.'** The
10-year-long civil war has caused many crises. The hunger crisis
isan example, and the situation must be addressed. Goal 2 titled
“zero hunger,” promotes food security, sustainable agriculture,
and ending hunger. South Sudan must immediately address
the issue by delivering aid to those affected by the hunger
crisis. As well as eradicating all violence and establishing
peace and stability once and for all.'® South Sudan must
understand the importance of creating conditions to respect
the peace process and create a fairer society. Delegates must
also understand the importance of the 2030 Agenda. The
Sustainable Development Goals are applied in cases like South
Sudan, where violence and humanitarian emergencies prevent

the goals from being achieved.

Bloc Analysis

Points of Division

There are varying levels of concern and involvement within the
global community about the conflictin South Sudan. Countries
have different interests at stake, some being geopolitical,

humanitarian, or historical. The first bloc includes countries

with strategic alliances or regional interests in South Sudan.
These countries actively support South Sudan in promoting
stability. This bloc’s main goal is to focus on ensuring that
South Sudan protects its sovereignty and provides assistance
to its people. Additionally, countries within this bloc see the
region’s stability as crucial to its long-term stability. Assistance
can come through funding, providing supplies, or personnel.
Countries within this bloc may also look for more intensive
peacekeeping efforts to end the conflict. However, delegates
will need to address varying approaches toward peacekeeping
within this bloc. The second bloc includes countries that do not
actively support South Sudan. Members of this bloc are more
reserved in the resources they provide if any at all. This bloc
views the instability caused by South Sudan’s independence
as a threat to the region and would rather have the country
reunited with Sudan. Additionally, countries in this bloc
may not support peacekeeping efforts for various reasons.
Some countries view peacekeeping as larger foreign countries
involved in smaller regional conflicts. Other countries may see
peacekeeping efforts as invasive and the presence of foreign
peacekeepers as unwelcome. Lastly, the third bloc includes
countries not involved in peacekeeping operations in South
Sudan. Members of this bloc take a conservative approach
and do not participate in peacekeeping operations. While
this bloc may appear to stand in the middle between the
prior two blocs, countries within this bloc can take on a more
unique approach. Countries would likely be more willing to
look for solutions besides peacekeeping. They may also want
peacekeepers to play a more humanitarian role while letting
local forces resolve the conflict. This bloc would contain
various views that could complement the first two blocs or

propose a third unique path.

Countries with High Levels of Contributions
to Peacekeeping Operations in South Sudan

These countries provide significant assessed contributions

(Level A to C) or personnel (military or police personnel).
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These countries want to contribute to foreign aid tools like the
UNMISS. Countries contributing want to bring peace and
establish conditions for growth in South Sudan. Examples
include the United States, India, Bangladesh, and France.
The levels of money contributions work the following way.
Each country’s budget is based on a formula. This formula
uses mostly the country’s capacity to pay. After that, they are
categorized on levels. These levels are determined based on

their per capita gross national product (GNP).'*

Contributions can be financial contributions or personnel
contributions. Both are extremely important in carrying out
the missions. In the financial year of 2020-2021, the countries
with the highest contribution were the United States, China,
Japan, Germany, and the United Kingdom.'* Countries help
to gain respect from the international community and have a
voice in security issues. Therefore, the five permanent United
Nations Security Council members have more financial
responsibility than other countries regarding the budget.
!¢ This bloc also includes countries that are contributing
personnel to the UN Peacekeeping Operations in South
Sudan. Unlike those providing financial contributions, these
countries send members of their own national services to
assist with the ongoing violence in South Sudan. Notable top
military and police contributors include Rwanda, Nepal, and
Bangladesh. A lot of countries decide to contribute help based
on interests. 'V For example, many African countries provide
troops; for example, Ethiopia is the top fifth military personnel
contributor to the UNMISS."® In summary, contributing
countries either contribute personnel or budget and are crucial

to peace for the UN missions.

Countries with Low Participation in
Peacekeeping Operations in South Sudan

Countries that do not actively give money or people to
aid the UNMISS fall into this bloc. These countries might
be interested in regional stability, but their participation
in peacekeeping operations is minimal. Examples include
Poland, Argentina, Estonia, and Greece.'* Many countries
are listed as assessed aides to the United Nations Mission in
South Sudan, but their contribution is insignificant (Level
A-C). However, many countries are interested in and support
the United Nations Peacekeeping Operations and see it as an

excellent tool for keeping global peace.'™

Also, some countries benefit from peacekeeping operations
instead of big mission contributors. These countries receive
or have received the help of UN operations. However, many
countries that face instability and have hosted similar missions
still try to help regional stability by aiding bordering countries.
Their help may be monetary or with personnel aid. Many sent
personnel abroad to add to global efforts to maintain peace
and security. Yet, their efforts may be smaller compared to
other countries like the United States or China. However, this
must not be ignored as any aid is vital for the full impact of the

United Nations Peacekeeping Operations."!

Countries with No Participation in
Peacekeeping Operations in South Sudan

The countries with zero participation in peacekeeping
operations in South Sudan will fall in this bloc. Although these
countries might be interested in stability and peacebuilding
in South Sudan and are members of the United Nations,

they have yet to contribute to the peacekeeping operations
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in general. There are multiple reasons countries may not be
open to participating in the operations, like predispositions

and policy decisions."**

Early in the 2000s, certain countries needed more participation
in the UN Peacekeeping Operations. In a fourth Committee
Session, many countries expressed concerns over peacekeeping
operations in general. For example, a representative of Jordan
stated its distress over reimbursement issues over troops and
equipment costs. Also, another representative from Egypt
stressed concerns over the need to include troops in the field
and the work. Another representative from Peru questioned
the recommendations the UN Peacekeeping Operations
had."® Countries may decide if they contribute to the missions
depending on their views on the matter, their policy, concerns,
and overall opinions. A country decides to contribute to a
United Nations mission if its political values align with the
mission; if that is not the case, it could be a reason to step back
from providing help. Therefore, deciding to contribute and
support international peace with other alternatives like other
international organizations, non-governmental organizations,

alliances, etc.'™

Committee Mission

The Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (C34)
is part of the United Nations General Assembly. It includes
various countries that support the missions with personnel
and financial aid. The main members of the Security Council
and the host countries are also included. The mandate
of C34 is to review the current operations and all issues
related to the operations. The review is used to carry out
annual recommendation reports that are later adopted once

approved.'

The Committee started with 34 members and now has over
100 members. Even though C-34 has no mandatory authority,
C-34 is reliable. The President of the General Assembly
mentions that the Committee is vital in keeping global peace.
There has been progress in the reduction of personnel deaths
and natural crises. While still getting the initial objective of
protecting civilians done.”® Many Member Nations believe
that the Committee’s annual report is a reliable guideline
for making policies and priorities and achieving goals. For
more than 70 years of service, UN Peacekeeping Operations,
with the help of the Security Council and aiding countries,
have made more than 55 missions. The Security Council has
provided clear mandates to protect civilians, build secure
institutions, protect the rule of law, promote human rights,

and empower women. **’

The UNMISS mandate is designed to help prevent another
civil war. Also, to avoid more eruptions of violence, national
and local peace issues should be addressed. Additionally,
protecting human rights and the Revitalized Agreement are
fundamental goals of the UNMISS. Therefore, the Member
States of C-34 must develop robust, engaging, and inclusive
recommendations. These must address the violence, the
humanitarian emergency, and the delayed status of the Peace

Agreement.'*®
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Introduction

The conflict in Jammu and Kashmir is a major issue for global peace and security. The region has been
the center of a long-standing territorial dispute between India and Pakistan. It began in 1947 when
the two countries gained their independence. Currently, the region faces serious human rights issues
such as summary executions, rape and torture from both sides." Help is needed, especially from the

UN Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP). The UNMOGIP was created in

1949 to monitor the ceasefire line between India and Pakistan after their first war over Jammu and

Kashmir.

On October 31, 2019, the region became a union territory of
India after losing its autonomy earlier that year.” This change
has caused unrest, affecting the region’s social, political, and
economic situation. India’s removal of Article 370, which gave
Kashmir autonomy, has led to a stronger military presence
and more political problems in Jammu and Kashmir®. This
has raised serious human rights concerns. Civilians have faced
abuses like random arrests and detentions. The displacement
of communities, such as the Kashmiri Pandits in the past,
and a rise in mental health issues also show the urgent need
for protection.* Security is at risk due to insurgency and
terrorism, with militant groups like Jaish-e-Mohammed and
The Resistance Front active in the area.” These groups are
believed to have external support and pose severe threats. It
is important to address these security problems to protect

civilians and find a peaceful solution to the crisis.

The conflict has made the situation tough for both India

and Pakistan. Political decisions are often based on each
government’s stance on Kashmir, which is a big issue in
elections. As discussed, India took away Kashmir’s special
status in 2019, confirming its claim to the region.® Pakistan,
however, believes Kashmir should be theirs in part because of
its Muslim-majority population.” The conflict over the region
affects trade, investment, and access to important services in
both countries. This unrest affects not only regional security
but also has global consequences.® Jammu and Kashmir
have faced a drop in the economy, with less investment and
disrupted jobs.” Efforts to boost tourism are overshadowed by
fears of the locals. Problems in healthcare and education add

to high stress levels, showing a need for protection and outside

help.”

The international community, including the UN Human
Rights Council and various Non Governmental Organizations

(NGO:s), are worried about Kashmir.!" Some countries favor
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more global help to fix the crisis. Others support India or
Pakistan based on their own beliefs. The UN Peacekeeping
Committee says action is needed to protect people, reduce
violence, and make conflict areas safer.’> The UNMOGIP and
global talks are key to watching the situation and finding ways

to help.

History and Description of the Issue

History of the UNMOGIP and Kashmir

In 1947, British India was split into two countries, India and
Pakistan. This led to a conflict over the princely state of Jammu
and Kashmir.’® At first, the ruler of Jammu and Kashmir,
Maharaja Hari Singh, wanted the region to stay independent.
Eventually, he agreed to join India on the condition that the
state would control everything except defense, currency, and
foreign affairs. The Maharaja’s choice was influenced by an
invasion by Pakistani raiders and an uprising in the western
part of the state. This decision led to the Indo-Pakistan War
of 1947.

In 1949, after the war, the Karachi Agreement created a
ceasefire line to be monitored by military observers. The
United Nations then created the UN Military Observer Group
in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) to oversee the truce and
report any violations.' This ceasefire line was supposed to
be temporary in order to prevent further conflict. However,
it changed over time and was renamed the Line of Control

(LoC) after the 1972 Simla agreement, which ended another

war between India and Pakistan. As a result, the UN’s role
was reduced, and both countries took more control over the
LoC. This boundary is heavily disputed, not just by India and
Pakistan, but also by Kashmiri nationalist groups and local

communities affected by the division."”

The division of Kashmir split the region in two, blocking the
Jhelum Valley route, which was the only connection between
the Kashmir Valley and Pakistani Punjab. This separation
broke up many villages and separated families. In some areas,
relatives could see each other across the LoC but were unable
to reunite.'® Civilians endured violence, property destruction,
and significant mental health challenges. Many were forced to
leave their homes and were unable to get medical care because
of restrictions on their movement. At present, the constant
threat of gunfire can lead to sleepless nights, while sudden
ceasefire breaches add to stress levels. A 2015 Médecins Sans
Frontiéres study found high rates of depression in the border
districts of Baramulla, where 51 percent of the population is
affected, and Kupwara, with the affected population reaching
58 percent.'” The creation of the LoC has also led to the
building of bunkers, border posts and checkpoints, and
mining border areas. Military zones have also been created,
restricting civilian movement. About 100,000 people now live
in confined conditions similar to imprisonment, with limited

legal status and basic rights.'®

In 1965, the conflict between India and Pakistan grew beyond
the Kashmir ceasefire line. In August of that year, tensions
rose when the Pakistani Army tried to take control of Kashmir

through military action.'” This led to the Indo-Pakistan
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War of 1965 and the creation of the United Nations India-
Pakistan Observation Mission (UNIPOM). UNIPOM’s role
was similar to the UNMOGID, but it observed and reported
violations along the entire India-Pakistan border, not just in
Jammu and Kashmir. With 90 observers, it worked closely
with the UNMOGIP? The UN Security Council at that time
called for strict adherence to the ceasefire and cooperation with
UN efforts. After the UNIPOM’s mission was completed,
both countries pulled back their troops to their original
positions. This was made possible by The Tashkent Agreement
in 1966, which ended the Indo-Pakistan war of 1965. The
Security Council secured a ceasefire on September 22, 1965,
and the agreement confirmed this.” The agreement was signed
by India’s Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri and Pakistan’s
president Mohammad Ayub Khan, and it was intended as a
first step towards peace. The agreement stated that both the
Indian and Pakistani sides would return to the positions each

had before the conflict. It was criticized by both sides, as both

countries expected to gain more than what was agreed.”

In 1972, India and Pakistan agreed to make the ceasefire line
the Line of Control to settle their differences through direct
talks. This was part of the Simla Agreement, which aimed to
improve relations between the two countries.” The agreement
promoted travel for citizens between the two countries,
restart economic activities, and share scientific, and cultural
ideas. However, in the 1980s and 1990s, many Kashmiris
were unhappy with Indian rule, leading to armed resistance.
In 1989, Pakistan supported a military rebellion that led to
widespread violence and human rights abuses.”* Relations
between India and Pakistan got worse, leading to a proxy
war, nuclear tests, and failed peace efforts.”® This prompted
the Kargil War of 1999, which was fought along the LoC
in the Kargil district of Ladakh from May to July. The war
began when Indian military intelligence found that Pakistani

soldiers, pretending to be Kashmiri militants, had taken over
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positions on the Indian side of the LoC. India responded by
sending its army and air force to push them back, leading to
intense fighting. The war ended on July 26, with the intruders
being forced out from Indian territory, worsening relations

between India and Pakistan.?®

After the war, relations between India and Pakistan were
severely impacted, and Kashmir saw a rise in violence and
militancy in the early 2000s. There was an attack on an army
camp in the Poonch district, and a police station was destroyed
in the same area. 35 Sikhs were killed a few months later in
what was said to be an attempt at ethnic cleansing.” A survey
by Médecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without Borders)
found that civilians were caught in this violence as well, with
86 percent facing crossfire and 83 percent suffering from raids.
Some reported being mistreated, forced into labor, kidnapped,
tortured, or sexually abused.”® In 2013, the Prime Ministers of
India and Pakistan met and agreed to try and cut down on the
violence at the LoC. Yet, the following year, during his visit
to Jammu and Kashmir, Prime Minister Narendra Modi of
India accused Pakistan of starting a proxy war. Border violence
soon resumed.” Between then and 2019, the region saw many
killings by security forces, terrorist activity, and human rights
abuses. Civilians were caught in the middle of this violence,
and a total of 25 schools were burned by 2016.% As violence
escalated, many were forced to evacuate their homes, affecting

jobs, education, and access to vital services.

In 2019, India ofhcially stripped Jammu and Kashmir of
its special autonomous status by removing Article 370.
This change made the region Indian territory. The decision
caused debate, with some questioning if it was legally right,

and others supporting the decision. Critics worried that

this would increase tensions between India and Pakistan
and make the situation in the region worse. Internationally,
Pakistan strongly opposed the move, while other countries
responded more quietly. With India in control, security was
tightened with more soldiers sent in, curfews imposed, and
communication cut off.?! The local government was dissolved
and the federal government started to rule the area. Journalists
in the region face strict rules, making it hard to report the
truth. High unemployment rates make locals feel like they’re

losing control over their land, jobs, and even their identity.*

From the Indian government’s perspective, the removal of
Article 370 brought positive changes to Jammu and Kashmir.
Prime Minister Modi said it started a new era of progress,
giving people more opportunities and security. He also noted
that the Indian Constitution is now fully in place in the
region. The government believes that the decision reduced
corruption and set the stage for a better future in Jammu and
Kashmir.** With these two opposing stances, as well as the
global community’s concerns, the effects of this change remain

a topic of ongoing debate.

Ceasefire Control and Border Security

In recent years, new technology and more military presence
have changed the Line of Control from a thin ceasefire line
into a strong boundary. India built a fence on its side of the
LoC to stop terrorism. These changes, along with the Jammu
and Kashmir Reorganization Act of 2019, increased India’s
control over Kashmir. The Act removed the region’s special
status under Article 370 of the Indian Constitution and split
it into two Union Territories: Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.

It also changed how the region is run by giving more power
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to the central government and making Kashmir more tied to
India.** This caused big problems, such as arbitrary arrests, a
total communication blackout, and strict limits on movement.
Even though some detainees were released, the authorities have
tightened control over the media and the public, often using
public safety laws to stop criticism.*® The instability continues
because of the proxy war between India and Pakistan and
unresolved issues in Kashmir. All sides should now focus on
improving the region, finding political solutions, and helping

youth feel more connected and giving them a voice.*

The UNMOGIP has six field stations in Pakistan-controlled
Kashmir and four in Indian-controlled Kashmir to monitor
India believes the UNMOGIP isnt

needed because the Simla Agreement settled matters in 1972

ceasefire violations.

without UN involvement. In 2014, India asked the group
to leave Kashmir, arguing that it had no mandate there. On
the other hand, Pakistan wants UNMOGIP to continue its

work and complains about Indian ceasefire violations.” A
recent UN report says India has limited the group’s movement
by delaying visas and making it difficult for them to work.
These restrictions have caused problems and higher costs for
the peacekeeping group, such as shutting down crossings and
cutting support. The report recommends strengthening the
operation and asks involved countries to suggest measures that

will help improve accountability.

In 2021, an agreement to uphold the ceasefire of February 21,
2003, was made.*® After this, data from the Indian Ministry
of Home Affairs showed a big drop in violations. The number
went from 5,133 in 2020 to 664 incidents by June 30, 2021.
Only six violations happened after the ceasefire agreement.”
This helped people living near the border by reducing civilian
deaths and improving their lives. It has boosted agriculture,
infrastructure projects, and vaccination efforts. Some violations

still occur, but the ceasefire has made living conditions better.
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Yet, the future of this peace is not guaranteed and will depend

on ongoing efforts to stop terrorism and violence.*

On September 6, 2022, an incident in the Arnia sector
ended a 19-month ceasefire along the LoC. This broke the
relative peace that had been achieved by the February 2021
agreement. There has been less violence, but people near the
border still face problems from years of conflict. Infrastructure
is damaged, and everyday life is disrupted. Current policies
mainly focus on security, not on improving development, so
public services are poor. Residents often need to evacuate,
which impacts their education, healthcare, and jobs. Farming,
a common livelihood, is affected by landmines and security
installations. People also suffer from stress and lack of access
to basic services.*’ Government efforts to improve the area
are not fully solving these problems, emphasizing the need
for better policies and long-term solutions. The UNMOGIP

plays an important role in helping with these issues.

In July 2023, an incident in Jammu’s Arnia sector caught
attention when security forces killed a Pakistani intruder.
The Border Security Force (BSF) troops said the intruder
crossed the border fence near the Jabbowal outpost. He was
shot after ignoring several warnings and trying to run away.*
The BSF is a paramilitary branch responsible for securing the
nation’s borders. This includes the international border with
Pakistan in Jammu and Kashmir and the Line of Control in
the Kashmir Valley.* They also handle other security tasks like
counterterrorism and peacekeeping. Although the BSF has

done much to keep the country safe, it has faced criticism

for its methods and issues like human rights problems and
corruption. There have been reports of such problems along
the India-Bangladesh border, where people have suffered from

torture and wrongful killings.*

The Kashmir Valley, which was the site of the 1989 rebellion
against Indian rule, now has many Indian security forces.
The United Nations says there have been many human rights
violations here, like shooting at protestors and not treating
detainees fairly. The UN said that Pakistan is helping Kashmiri
militants and some extremist groups who are fighting for the
region’s independence from India. They are also said to be
indirectly supporting the activities of non-Kashmiri extremist
groups, such as Jaish-e-Muhammad.* To fight more terrorism,
the Indian government is sending over 2,000 additional Border
Security Force troops to Jammu and Kashmir in stages. There
have been recent fights between security forces and terrorists,
with injuries and deaths on both sides. This includes attacks
by Border Action Teams that are targeting soldiers.”” India
has also increased security in Himachal Pradesh’s Chamba
district, which borders Jammu and Kashmir, in response to
recent terror attacks. Authorities have increased patrols and

kept personnel on high alert to prevent crossings.*

Impacts on Civilians and Human Rights

The ongoing fighting and military presence have had various
implications for civilians and their rights. The UNMOGIP
helps by watching and reporting on ceasefire violations.

Amnesty International’s investigated the intensifying human
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Sikh Protests in Jammu and Kashmir

Credit: Singhlife |

rights problems in Jammu and Kashmir since Article 370 was
removed. The Indian government has increased its control
with arbitrary detentions and travel bans on journalists,
lawyers, and human rights defenders. Since August 2019,
there have been at least 60 recorded crackdowns on these
groups. Media freedom has decreased with strict policies and
frequent internet shutdowns. The Kashmir Press Club was
closed in 2022, and at least six people, including journalists
and activists, were banned from traveling abroad. Since
August 5, 2019, at least 27 journalists have been arrested, with
some facing repeated detentions. There has been a 20 percent
rise in unlawful killings by armed groups over the past three
years. The Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) had
given security forces too much power to commit these abuses
without consequence. This act, passed in 1958, was meant to
give the armed forces free will to control “disturbed” areas,
but is seen as a tool for state abuse.”” Amnesty International is
urging the Indian government to release those who have been
wrongly detained and end the ongoing repression in Jammu

and Kashmir.>®

Indian authorities have used the Jammu and Kashmir Public

Safety Act and terrorism claims to raid and detain journalists,

activists, and political leaders without good evidence or fair
trials. They have also stopped some Kashmiris from traveling
abroad without saying why. Since August 2019, militants
have killed at least 118 civilians, including Hindus and
Sikhs. Journalists have faced problems, including wrongful
arrests on terrorism charges. There are also frequent internet
shutdowns to stop protests and limit access to information. At
least 35 journalists have been questioned, raided, threatened,
or attacked.”® The 2020 media policy has made it easier to
control news and leads to more arrests of journalists under the
Public Safety Act—a law that lets authorities detain people in

order to prevent threats.*

Security forces in Kashmir have harassed people, made
arbitrary arrests, and carried out illegal killings. The AFSPA is
responsible for giving them protection from being prosecuted
in civilian courts. The government has also not ensured the
recurn of displaced Kashmiris, including Hindu Pandits
who fled after militant attacks in 1989-90. Those working
in government jobs have been on strike since a colleague was

shot in May 2022. Despite these problems, Indian officials
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say there has been progress in democracy and governance.
However, ongoing raids and militant attacks show ongoing
violence and repression. Human Rights Watch urges the
Indian government to address these abuses and protect the

rights of the Kashmiri people.”

When Article 370 was removed, it led to a lockdown and
Indian soldiers being sent to the territory. Many world leaders
criticized this as a violation of Kashmir’s rights. In response, an
NGO called Justice for All started the Free Kashmir campaign
to promote human rights in Kashmir. Their first major action
was protesting in front of Indian government buildings in the
United States on August 7, 2019. Recently, the group collected
over 100,000 signatures to oppose an award given to Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi by the Gates Foundation.
The main goals of Free Kashmir are to support Kashmiri self-
determination, end Indian military occupation, and raise

awareness among Americans on the issue.>

Another important issue to address is the displaced people
and migrants in Jammu and Kashmir. After the Partition
of 1947, Pakistan’s “Operation Gulmarg” led to attacks by
tribesmen from the North-West Frontier Province on Jammu
and Kashmir, causing a lot of violence.® This operation was
part of a British plan in Central Asia to influence the region
amidst their rivalry with Russia.”® As a result, over 47,000
people from Pakistani towns near J&K and areas now known
as Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) had to flee. Official data
shows that 31,779 families migrated in 1947, with 26,319
settling in J&K and over 5,400 moving to other parts of India.
Subsequent Indo-Pak wars in 1965 and 1971 further increased

the total number of displaced families to over 40,000.”

The Kashmir Valley is home to many labor migrants from
different parts of India, who are affected by the ongoing
regional conflict. The 2011 Census showed that the Valley’s
population included around 11 million in-migrants. A
majority of these were Muslim and came from poor regions like
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, as well as lower caste groups. Most
of these migrants come from rural areas and many are women
who find work directly.”® Around 400,000 new workers arrive
each year, mostly for construction jobs. They come for better
job opportunities and fair wages. Despite the benefits, they
face problems like political instability, attacks on non-locals,
social isolation, and cultural differences. These issues make
it hard for them to settle in, leading to fear and occasional
mass departures. Many migrants return home before the harsh
winter, but the economic advantages and supportive local

communities encourage them to keep coming back.”

The Kashmiri Pandits, a Hindu minority, became the largest
internally displaced group in India after a militant revolt in
1989. Over 90 percent of them fled to urban areas like Jammu
and New Delhi, living in makeshift camps which have become
long-term settlements. Living conditions have improved,
but many still face problems like poor sanitation, lack of
independence, and stress from being displaced. Their chances
for finding jobs and good education were greatly affected
after the move, but the government has given some help with
free education and temporary shops. Since help from NGOs
decreased, the Pandits started their own support groups, like

the All India Kashmiri Samaj (AIKS).®
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Monitoring and Mitigating Terrorism

There have been more terrorist attacks and killings in Jammu
and Kashmir, especially after Article 370 was removed.®' From
the early days of conflict in Jammu and Kashmir until 1992,
terrorist groups attacked civilians, despite efforts by security
forces to stop them. Civilian deaths are still a problem.
Many people have been impacted and face displacement
and economic problems. These problems have led to drug
trafficking to fund terrorist activities, as well as a higher
risk for journalists. Despite peace efforts, militant violence
continues. Pakistani groups like the Muttahida Jihad Council
have reportedly been involved in creating disturbance in the
region. After India and Pakistan’s nuclear tests in 1998 and the
Kargil conflict in 1999, international attention has increased

on Jammu and Kashmir.®?

Recent violent incidents in Jammu and Kashmir have raised
concerns. For example, an attack on an army vehicle in Kathua
led to the deaths of five soldiers.”” In Kulgam, six terrorists
and two soldiers were killed in separate clashes. Terrorist
groups are changing their tactics as they attack towns and use
guerilla warfare in the rough terrain. Recent attacks like the
Dangri village massacre and assaults on pilgrimage buses in
Reasi have increased tensions and threatened peace among
different groups of people. The spread of terrorist activities
into places like Reasi and Doda shows a new plan to create
chaos. The Resistance Front (TRF), a Pakistan-backed group,
for example, is using advanced methods such as tunnels and
drones to carry out its schemes.®* Another trend in recent years
has been online terrorist groups, which are fronts for more
prominent jihadist organizations like Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).
TRE for example, relies on LeT’s money and uses social
media platforms like X, Telegram, and Facebook to spread

messages. They mainly focus on claims about plans to change

the demographics of Kashmir Valley and warn locals against

becoming Special Police Officers.®

Another key terrorist group that has been active in the
region is the Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM). This group wants to
integrate Kashmir into Pakistan and weaken Indian control
on the region. The group was founded in the year 2000 and is
known for its high profile attacks, including the 2001 Indian
Parliament attack and the attempts to kill a former Pakistani
President. JeM’s activities in Jammu and Kashmir are mostly
attacks on Indian military and police forces, as well as civilians.
In the past, they have engaged in suicide bombings, small
arms attacks, and coordinated assaults, threatening regional

stability.

Recently, Security Forces (SFs) have been stopping terrorists
from crossing the LoC. In early 2023, they stopped an
infiltration in Tangdhar village, killing one terrorist. They
took down militants in the Kupwara and Poonch Districts.
According to the South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP), six
terrorists were killed trying to infiltrate in 2023, with many
more stopped the year before. Since 1988, SFs have killed
over 23,918 terrorists in the region. Despite these efforts,
there are still worries about terrorists attacking non-locals and
minorities. In 2022, many non-local laborers were killed. In
2023, civilians, including children, died in the Rajouri District.
SFs continue to fight terrorism despite these challenges, while

the government works for peace and safety in the region.’

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is another group
working against terrorism, focusing on stopping the money
that funds terrorist activities. The FATF strongly condemns
the 2019 terrorist attack in Pulwama, which killed at least 40
Indian security personnel. Their belief is that stopping these
financial flows is important to prevent future attacks. Many

countries still struggle to address terrorist financing. The
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FATF helps such countries set up strong defenses and studies

how certain terrorist organizations fund their activities.*®

In parallel, the UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres
has been very concerned about the situation in Jammu and
Kashmir. He believes it is important to hold those responsible
for problems accountable and bring them to justice quickly. He
also urges India and Pakistan to show restraint to prevent the
situation from getting worse. The Secretary-General believes
that tough issues can be solved through peaceful discussions.®
Still, India has been firm on its opposition to the UNMOGIP
and peacekeeping efforts, arguing that the Simla Agreement
now has taken over the operation’s role. India has asked the
UNMOGIP to leave a government bungalow and reduce
their presence, which they claim is no longer needed. The
External Affairs Ministry spokesperson, Syed Akbaruddin,
also stated that the UNMOGIP’s mandate is outdated. The

housing bungalow had been free for 40 years. India wants

Fatalities from Terrorist Activities in Jammu and
Kashmir

Credit: Soumya-8974

the peacekeeping group to pay for facilities it had been using
for free. Akbaruddin said these changes are part of budgetary

measures.”’

Even though security in Jammu and Kashmir appears to
be better, the Central Government is still working hard to
fight terrorism. They focus on reducing the impact on the
public, improving regional development, and increasing
productivity. The Indian Prime Minister has a plan to
improve infrastructure and help the dislocated and families
of victims.”! The Government wants to stop terrorism and
break up the support networks of these groups. To keep peace,
they have added more checkpoints, guards, and Cordon and
Search Operations (CASO), where the military surrounds and
searches areas.”” Security forces use real-time intelligence and
patrol day and night to monitor certain areas. They find and
investigate supporters of terrorism, protect vulnerable spots,

and train personnel to handle threats.”
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The UNMOGIP helps make sure peace agreements are
followed, but they don't directly fight terrorism. This shows
the need for better cooperation between the UN, India, and
Pakistan to monitor and reduce terrorist activity. Solving
the issues in Jammu and Kashmir needs many different
approaches.”® Strengthening border security and holding
diplomatic talks are just a few of the key steps. Improving
the socio-economic conditions that lead to extremism can
help address the root causes of the issue. Development and
educational programs can also contribute to long-term

stability in the region.

UNMOGIP’s Contributions to Peacebuilding

In UN peacekeeping missions, everyone—military, police,
and civilian staff—works to protect people. Peacekeepers can
use force if needed to handle threats, but the host government
is mostly in charge of safety. The 2023 Department of Peace
Operations Policy says peacekeepers help by mediating,
investigating human rights issues, and providing protection
with patrols and warning systems. The Security Council
sets up these missions, and peacekeepers team up with local
groups and communities to improve security. They address
concerns and use them to make better protection plans. The
UNMOGIP is focused on following these rules to keep people

safe in the area.”

Peacebuilding programs work to stop violence and keep peace
by helping people handle political disagreements calmly. They
aim to prevent small issues from becoming big problems, spot
potential conflicts early, and make long-term plans.”® The
United Nations defines it as an effort to help countries move

from war to peace. The goal is to make it easier for nations to

handle conflicts and to create stable environments that prevent
future conflict. This includes fixing the root causes of problems,
helping people come together, and supporting rebuilding.””
Within the Jammu and Kashmir conflict, the international
community and the UN can help by bringing different groups
together and encouraging peace talks. They might also work
to ensure the protection of civilians and improvement of living
conditions by sending peacekeepers through the UNMOGIP.
Peacekeepers can also be sent through the UNMOGIP to
protect people and help with rebuilding.”® These steps aim to
build trust, solve problems peacefully, and create lasting peace

in the region.

The UNMOGIP started its work in January 1949 to keep an
eye on the 1971 ceasefire. Unarmed observers worked with
local ofhicials to gather and share information. Even after the
UN Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) ended
in 1951, the UNMOGIP continued its work because of a
decision made by the Security Council.” During the 1971
conflict, the Security Council gave the group a stronger role
in monitoring the ceasefire. India thought the UNMOGIP
was no longer needed after the Simla Agreement, but Pakistan
still believed it was important. The mission remains active,
watching the ceasefire and reporting any issues.® They are
needed in Jammu and Kashmir to protect civilians and uphold

human rights.

The mission helps by providing aid to those in need. Reporting
human rights abuses and LoC violations brings global
attention and pushes for justice.?’ As of March 2024, there
are 308 people on the mission: 264 civilians and 44 experts.
The top ten military contributors are Croatia, the Philippines,

Republic of Korea, Thailand, Argentina, Mexico, Switzerland,
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HisToRY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE ISSUE

Italy, Romania, and Sweden. There have been a total of 13

deaths of members of the mission so far.®? It’s important
to remember that India and Pakistan are not the only sides
involved, despite the name of the mission. International
organizations and allied nations also play a key role, whether
it's through supporting peacekeeping efforts or through

diplomatic pressure.

The UNMOGIP not only monitors the ceasefire but also tries
to help India and Pakistan solve problems peacefully. This role
is important because both countries have nuclear weapons
and because regional conflict can have global impacts.** In
2014, they published a report called 7he Observer that gives
updates on the peacekeeping mission and recognizes members
of the task force.?* According to this report, the situation in
the UNMOGIP’s area was tense all year, with many incidents
causing deaths along the Line of Control. To help, the group
has improved plans, procedures, and training to maintain
peace by monitoring the ceasefire as effectively as possible.
They are preparing for new UN systems to improve efficiency.

The success of the UNMOGIP is due to the hard work of

UN Observers Overlooking Border Discussion Between
Indian and Pakistani Officers

Credit: United Nations

field observers and staff, as well as from the support of other
nations. The report includes many stories from mission
observers, and says that the insecurity and problems, especially
at the LoC, have been happening for over 63 years. Despite
the task force’s efforts to provide accurate information to the
United Nations, there are many that question the efforts of
the UNMOGIP. While the group may have few resources, the
crisis would be forgotten among many others had it not been

for this peacekeeping mission.*

The UNMOGIP was most active between 1948 to 1985.
Australia contributed with 218 military observers and air
transport personnel to the mission. The country’s peacekeeping
teams, who were mostly from the Reserve of Officers and the
Citizen Military Forces, served tours of 1 to 2 years. During
the Vietnam War, army reservists staffed the contingent due to
stretched resources. Early peacekeepers, many of whom served
in World War II, faced tough weather and living conditions.
A small group also participated in the United Nations India-
Pakistan Observation Mission (UNIPOM) from 1965 to 1966
after the Indo-Pakistani War. In 1985, Australia withdrew its
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observers due to overcommitment to the UN, though other

observers remained in Kashmir.%¢

During its prime, the UNMOGIP helped maintain peace
between India and Pakistan by talking to both sides and
conducting regular inspections. These efforts were effective
in preventing small fights from escalating into large-scale
conflicts. In 1965, the fighting flared up again, so the UN
asked both nations to uphold the ceasefire and cooperate with
the UNMOGIP. As a result, the hostilities soon stopped, and
Soviet-mediated negotiations led to a new ceasefire in January
1966. The group was strengthened by UNIPOM, which

oversaw the withdrawal of troops from Kashmir.

Another war broke out in 1971 when India supported
Bangladesh’s fight for independence from Pakistan. After this,
the UNMOGIP helped disengage the forces. Even though
its role became smaller after 1972, the group continued to
observe the ceasefire and report to the Secretary-General.
While tensions briefly surged in 1999, a major war between
India and Pakistan over Kashmir has been avoided for over 70

years, partly due to the UNMOGIP’s efforts.*”

Indias proximity to Afghanistan and its rise as a global
economic power make it crucial for the U.S. to support peace
between India and Pakistan. The UN’s efforts to promote
peace in Kashmir through the UNMOGIP help stabilize the
region. Since both India and Pakistan have nuclear weapons,
any potential conflict is a serious concern for the entire world.
The UNMOGIP’s role in monitoring and reporting activities
along the India-Pakistan border is essential in preventing
increased tensions. By maintaining peace at the LoC, the
group not only fosters dialogue between the two countries,
but also enhances their commercial relations. This has led
to discussions on resolving trade barriers, addressing trade

imbalances, and improving infrastructure.®

Despite its contributions, the UNMOGIP faces many

challenges because India and Pakistan do not agree on its

role. India questions the group’s need after the 1972 Simla
Agreement, which called for talks between the two countries,
and Pakistan continues to support its work. This disagreement
makes it difficult for the group to perform its job effectively.
The UN says only the Security Council can change the
mission’s mandate, which is why they can continue to operate

in the region.

International Mediation and External

Assistance

Aside from the UNMOGIP, other international attempts
include the UN’s early work through the Commission
for India and Pakistan, as well as a temporary reduction in
tensions by the USSR in 1965 and the US in 1990. The
UNMOGIP became less effective as the unrest grew around
that time, nearly pushing India and Pakistan to war and to
the potential use of nuclear weapons. The ongoing conflict
continues to drive a wedge between the two countries, but a
strong mediator can help them slowly move from seeing each
other as threats to allies. Even though mediation hasn't been
enough to stop India and Pakistan from going to war, it is a
good fit for how the international system works. It respects
each country’s right to make its own decisions and is seen as

helpful rather than forcing a solution.*

After India removed Article 370, it faced strong criticism for
restricting communication and civil rights in Kashmir. China,
Pakistan, and others brought the issue to the UN, making it
a global problem and increasing the risk of other countries
getting involved. Pakistan did not support the move, calling it
“unconstitutional” and warning that it could lead to conflict.
They cut trade and diplomatic ties with India and expelled
the Indian High Commissioner. Turkey also criticized India
at the UN, and so India canceled a major naval contract with
a Turkish company. The European Union asked the country
to lift restrictions and restore rights in Kashmir. The U.S. first

called for peace between India and Pakistan but later offered
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to mediate, which India refused. The UK government was

also concerned, and the Labour Party supported international
action. This global attention has affected India’s diplomacy,
reputation, and relationships. Neighboring countries and
rivals have used the situation to their advantage, making it

harder for India to handle Kashmir as an internal issue.”®

Many countries have made efforts to provide relief and
rehabilitation for Kashmiris, as well as political and
socioeconomic support. In May 2024, the Prime Minister of
Pakistan authorized a USD 86 million aid grant for Pakistan-
administered Kashmir to help with unrest caused by inflation.
This money was used to lower the costs of electricity, wheat,
and flour.” The nation has expressed support for the people of
Kashmir and their rights, and has said that the dispute must
be resolved in accordance with UNSC resolutions. Pakistan
supports Kashmiri Muslims in their goal of ending Indian rule

in the region.”

China’s stance on the conflict has evolved over the decades.

Uday Foundation and Police Helping Jammu and
g Kashmir Flood Victims

i Credit: Uday Foundation

Initially, China strongly supported Pakistan, but since the
1980s, its position has become more balanced between India
and Pakistan. It has reduced its efforts to push the Kashmir
issue at the UN and has blocked actions against Pakistan-
backed terror groups. China has focused on preventing war
by working with the U.S., acting more like a crisis manager
instead of actively seeking a resolution to the conflict. After
the 1999 Kargil conflict, China pushed both India and
Pakistan to honor the LoC and hold talks with each other.
During the 2001 fight caused by a militant attack on the
Indian Parliament, it collaborated with the U.S. and Russia
to mediate. By engaging in this kind of diplomacy, China has
aimed to ease tensions and prioritize conflict prevention while

maintaining a close relationship with Pakistan.”

NGOs also help with peacebuilding because military solutions
alone will not solve the problem. NGOs are important for
making peace by building trust, helping victims, and speaking

up for civilian needs.” They work on projects like education
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and tourism to reduce violence and bring back local culture.
NGOs also support the handmade crafts industry, highlight
issues in conflict areas, and encourage India and Pakistan to
find peace. They work to protect human rights and improve
living conditions in Kashmir. To build peace successfully, the
government and local communities must work with such

organizations.”

Many organizations help Kashmiris by providing aid and
support, both inside and outside the region. Helping Hand
for Relief Development (HHRD), works on both sides of the
LoC to offer emergency help, set up safe routes, and assist
people who have been displaced.” Crisis Aid gives out food,
medicine, healthcare, and emergency shelter to families
in need.” The International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) had to stop its humanitarian work in the region after
the removal of Article 370 in 2019. Before that, the ICRC
helped with many things, like releasing prisoners, supporting
families of detainees, and training local health and security
workers. Still, with the region’s new status, the group faced
problems and legal issues. The Indian government did not
want international organizations in Kashmir because they
shared information about India’s plans. The ICRC’s departure

has left civilians with less support.”®

The world’s reaction to the crisis has been varied but vocal.
International leaders, including those from China, Turkey,
Malaysia, and Pakistan, have raised concerns at the UN,
demanding action and criticizing India’s policies. There have
been many protests around the world, with demonstrations
in Times Square and Birmingham calling for the restoration

of human rights and freedom for Kashmiris. Amnesty

International has launched petitions urging India to lift the
communication blackout and end the curfew. Grassroots
groups are raising funds and awareness to support Kashmiri
relief efforts. Many call for stronger international efforts.”
Eyes are on the U.S. and the role they can play as a global
superpower. They are encouraged to persuade India and
Pakistan to resume peace talks, with the U.S. working its
relationship with Pakistan to end cross-border infiltration into
Kashmir. India needs to address the grievances of Kashmiris
and involve them in the political process, while Pakistan needs
to dismantle its jihadi networks. The U.S. has an opportunity
to go beyond crisis management and help build a positive peace
process for Kashmir, by engaging with various stakeholders,
including the Hurriyat separatist group.'® This political party
in Jammu and Kashmir is an active advocate for the state’s

independence.'!

Current Status

Current Status of Mission and Kashmir Conflict

As of April 2024, the UNMOGIP is still active. It watches
the truce between India and Pakistan in the Jammu and
Kashmir region. The group also keeps an eye on the area
along the Working Boundary. This boundary divides Indian-
administered Kashmir from Pakistan’s Punjab province.
A working boundary is where “one side is internationally
recognized land, and the other side is disputed territory”.!%?
The Radcliffe Line and the LoC are two such boundaries
between India and Pakistan.'” The UNMOGIP group patrols

the land, sea, and air on both sides.!** The mission doesn’t need

effective.
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to be renewed and runs indefinitely. Their headquarters are in
Islamabad from November to April and in Srinagar from May
to October.!” Important posts are in Rawalpindi, Pakistan
and Srinagar, India.'* As of March 2024, the top ten countries
contributing military personnel to the mission are Croatia,
the Philippines, the Republic of Korea, Thailand, Argentina,

Mexico, Switzerland, Italy, Romania, and Sweden.'”

The Jammu and Kashmir administration has raised legal
concerns about the land used by the UNMOGIP office
in Srinagar. They are thinking about reclaiming the land,
accusing the mission of taking over the space. This could
lead to the closing of the Srinagar office.’” The Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, Manoj Sinha, has said
that the government will review if the UNMOGIP ofhice is
still needed. This was in light of the J&K’s full integration
on August 5, 2019, suggesting a reevaluation of the mission’s

presence.'?”’

India remains firm in its belief that the UNMOGIP’s mandate
is outdated and should no longer be valid.'® Since 1972,
India has not filed complaints with the group because they
wish to continue addressing disputes bilaterally without third-
party involvement. In 2014, an Indian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson stated that the UNMOGIP no longer holds
significance for India.'"" They highlighted that the country
has even started charging the organization for various services.
India stopped providing logistical support and food rations
to the mission. Instead, they have been billing them high
amounts each month since 2013. The UNMOGIP paid over

USD 1 million between September 2013 and December
2021."% On the other hand, Pakistan continues to support
the group’s role in monitoring the ceasefire. They believe that
the UNMOGIP should enhance its efforts to uphold peace

and security along the LoC.'"?

Even with the peace efforts, some conflict and violence
continues to affect Kashmir. The current political situation
is marked by fear and oppression, with the local government
not addressing the needs of its people properly. Human
rights abuses have increased, with reports of unjust killings
and torture by security forces and militant groups.'"* Many
Kashmiris feel their opinions on solving the conflict are
ignored. Older generations think about lost chances for
peaceful agreements and feel betrayed that their past hopes for
an independent region were not valued. Younger generations
have grown up surrounded by violence, which has normalized
harsh conditions for them. The repeated conflict has caused
deep emotional wounds, impacting both individual and
community well-being. Many Kashmiris believe that becoming
part of India has come with a high price, leading them to
question the benefits of this union. The ongoing turmoil and
military presence in the region create an atmosphere of fear

and repression for civilians.'"

In early 2024, just before the third anniversary of the 2021
ceasefire reinstatement, both India and Pakistan were facing
political uncertainty. Pakistan held national elections on
February 8, 2024, and India was set to vote in the summer.

Relations between the two countries have gotten worse,

105 “UNMOGIP Peacekeeping,” United Nations. Accessed Au% st 3, 2024, httgs:/ /peacekeeping.un.org/en/mission/unmogip;

106 “Kashmir: UNMOGIP” Better World Campaign, March 2

, 2023, https://

etterworldcampaign.org/mission/kashmir-

unmogip#:~:text=The%20UN%20mission%20expanded %20to,does%20not%20require%20continuous%20renewal.

107 “Unmogip Facts and Figures,” UNMOGIP, June 23, 2023, https://unmo, ilg).unmissions.org/ unmogiE—facts—and—ﬁgures.

108 “J&K Admin to Bulldoze UN Office in Srinagar? Govt Claims UNMOG% Encroached upon State Land,” Hindustan Times, January
20, 2023, https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/news/jk-admin-to-bulldoze-un-office-in-srinagar-govt-claims-unmogip-encroached-
upon-state-land-101674239376181.heml.

109 Shuchismita, “Will Look into Winding up of UNMOGIP Office in Kashmir: LG,” Greater Kashmir, February 11, 2024, hteps://
www.greaterkashmir.com/front-page-2/will-look-into-winding-up-of-unmogip-office-in-kashmir-lg/.

110 Sanjeev Miglani, “India As ng.N. Team on Kashmir to Leave Delhi Premises | Reuters,” Reuters, July 8, 2014, https://www.reuters.
com/article/uk-india-un-idINKBNOFD1CX20140708/.

111 Sanjeev Miglani, “India Asks U.N. Team on Kashmir to Leave Delhi Premises | Reuters.”

112 Al iftikhar, “India’s Curbs Undermining UNMOGIP’s Peacekeeping Operations in Kashmir: UN Report,” Associated Press of
Pakistan, January 5, 2023, https://www.app.com.pk/global/indias-curbs-underminin —unmogips—peacekeeging—operations—in—kashmir—un—
report/#:—:text:f,ndia%ZC%Z the‘Vo20report%2(§)sai %20has,2013%20and%2031%20December%202021.

113 Dirishti IAS, “UN Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan,” Drishti IAS, August 12, 2022, https://www.drishtiias.com/
daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/un-military-observer-group-in-india-and-piakistan#: - :text=Why%20d0es%20the% 20 UNMOGIP%20
seem,Iﬁ\TMOGIP%ZOwith%ZOcomplaints%ZOagainst Y020Pakistan.

114 Raksha Kushmar, “For Kashmiris, Resolution to Decades of Conflict Remains a Distant Dream.” NPR, August 21, 2022, https://
www.npr.org/2022/05/13/1098730987/india-kashmir-conflict,

115 Raksha Kushmar, “For Kashmiris, Resolution to Decades of Conflict Remains a Distant Dream.”



making it harder to maintain the ceasefire. The current
ceasefire has stopped major fighting and reduced risks to
civilians but hasn't led to major improvements or real peace.
A successful one needs strong leadership and effort, which is
difficult during times of political uncertainty. External threats,
like fears of conflict with China in 2021, can push leaders to
make peace. Still, recent increases in violations suggest that
the truce might be weakening as political situations change in
both countries. With new leaders in power, it's unclear how

committed each country will be to maintaining it.''

The violence in Kashmir leading up to the present has caused
a huge loss of life and damaged the region’s development. The
economy, which relies significantly on tourism, has also been
impacted. Investments have plummeted by 55 percent over the
past four years. In 2021-2022, total investment reached only
USD 46 million, a sharp drop from before the COVID-19
pandemic. Contrary to claims that the removal of Article 370
would boost growth and attract more investments, the region
is currently struggling with economic slowdown."” On the
humanitarian side, civilians struggle with shortages of basic
needs like healthcare and education. The region’s healthcare
system has struggled since the 1990s. Unchecked private
hospitals, a shortage of medical staff, and a weak government
response are major issues. Those living in remote areas travel
long distances to access basic healthcare. Ethical concerns arise
as many doctors in private hospitals order unnecessary tests for

financial gain, impacting poor communities.''®

The Freedom House report for 2024 shows that political rights
and freedoms in Indian-administered Kashmir have gotten
worse since it lost its independence in 2019. Under Indian
control, people have fewer rights, elections are delayed, and
there is violence from security forces and militants.'”” Human

rights abuses by Indian security forces are common and rarely

punished. Since 2019, freedoms have been limited to stop
opposition, leading to arrests of activists and political leaders.
Public gatherings and protests are banned, and curfews and
internet restrictions make it even harder.'® Political rights are
also greatly reduced; there have been no elections since 2014
since there is no elected legislative assembly. The Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganization Act caused many of these changes,
and people think the electoral system is unfair. There are also
fewer economic opportunities, especially for marginalized
groups, and there are reports of child labor and exploitation

at work.'?!

Even though Jammu and Kashmir is now considered a
relatively safe place for tourists, the situation for local
Kashmiris is different. The government has heavily cracked
down on protests against the Article 370 change with a strong
military presence, curfews, from 2019-2020, and constant
surveillance. While tourism is growing and is promoted, many
locals live in fear. The heavy military presence makes people
afraid to speak out or help others, and social media is watched
closely. Criticizing the government can lead to serious trouble.
Tourists are generally safe, but Kashmiris could face random

raids or arrests at any time.'*

Urgency and International Response

The conflict in Jammu and Kashmir is still very important
because of its history and effects on people and the countries
involved. The region is important to Pakistan because of
shared religion and culture. British rule made things more
complicated between India and Pakistan. After the 9/11
attacks, Kashmir got less attention and became a big issue
again when Narendra Modi became India’s Prime Minister in
2014, and Imran Khan was the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

The current situation is very urgent since it affects global
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security, has socioeconomic costs, and involves human rights
abuses. Continued violence is not only a threat to Kashmir,
but also India and Pakistan since it slows down economic
progress. Cultural and geographical ties should be respected
and international commitments honored to protect the rights
of Kashmiris. With the current state of affairs in the region,
there is an urgent need for action to address the humanitarian

crisis and overall conflict.'?

Both the Indian and Pakistani sides have been accused of
human rights abuses. Insurgents are also blamed for ethnic
cleansing by forcing Kashmiri Pandits to flee the Kashmir
Valley.'** Having lived in the Valley for over 5,000 years, this
community of 700,000 was forced to leave. Tensions between
communities had been rising since 1947, but things got much
worse in 1986 when the Pandits were attacked, and their
properties and temples were damaged. The situation continued
to worsen, leading to their mass departure in 1990.'® Human
rights violations are still prevalent today, especially after the
revocation of Kashmir’s autonomy. Since August 2019, at least
35 journalists have been harassed for their reporting through
police questioning, threats, physical attacks, and limitations

on their freedom of movement.!?

The Indian military is
also said to have targeted young Kashmiri boys to stop local
resistance. Many of these youth have been kidnapped and
tortured, and their families have been forced to agree that their
children won't protest. Indian security forces are accused of
torturing and killing thousands of Kashmiris. Human rights

groups believe that over 8,000 people are missing and may be

buried in mass graves across Kashmir.'’

The mental health aspect of this issue is also important
to address, with many experiencing significant stress. A
survey found that 59 percent of civilians in four districts of
Jammu and Kashmir have gone through traumatic events,
like being in combat zones or seeing explosions and gunfire.
These experiences often lead to mental health problems like
anxiety and depression. Heavy military presence has harmed
education. Around 10,000 schools lack important facilities
like libraries, ramps, and playgrounds. This has affected both

the quality of education and the student development.'®®

On the other side of the issue, Pakistan has come under fire for
its terror incursions. Jammu in Indian-administered Kashmir
has seen a rise in rebel attacks recently. In July 2024, four
Indian Army soldiers, including an officer, were killed in a
fight with terrorists in the Doda district. This brings the total
number of Army deaths in the area to 48 since November
2021."” A majority of attacks between 2021 and 2024
targeted soldiers and armed forces personnel. This increase in
violence is attributed to changing militant tactics, greater rebel
activity, and fewer security forces because of redeployment to
the India-China border. The number of attacks has increased,
prompting the revival of local militant groups. The strained
relations between local communities and security forces, as
well as the severity and strategy of these attacks, highlight the

need for a political solution rather than just military efforts.'?

Many groups have reacted to the worsening human rights
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abuse situation in Kashmir. The UN Human Rights Council
is concerned about the curfew, communication blackouts,
and forceful arrests. They say these actions violate freedom
of opinion and expression.””’ Amnesty International’s “Let
Kashmir Speak” petition asks the Indian government to
lift the blackouts and focus on humanitarian needs.”** In
Birmingham, Alabama, locals of Kashmiri origin and those
with family in the area are organizing support. The Muslim
Student Association is holding fundraisers to support relief
efforts for Kashmir.!?® After the removal of Article 370, leaders
from countries like China, Turkey, and Malaysia have expressed
worries at the UN, urging India to improve the situation. Yet,

the Indian government has been hesitant to respond.

As previously mentioned, China’s position on Kashmir has
changed through the decades. China now supports Pakistan
less in presenting the Kashmir issue to the UN and blocs
UN actions against terrorist groups in Pakistan. When
conflicts arise between India and Pakistan, China focuses on
preventing war rather than just supporting the latter. The
nation also works with the U.S. to reduce tensions. While the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) has strengthened
China’s economic ties with Pakistan and increased its interest
in regional stability, China avoids direct mediation in Kashmir.
It is suggested that more U.S.-China cooperation could
help prevent crises by using China’s influence over Pakistan
to address India’s concerns about cross-border terrorism.
Mediation efforts by the U.S. alone have had limited success
in finding a potential resolution. A suggested approach is to
use multiple strategies at once to address Kashmir’s range of
issues, including neutral mediation and changes to both India

and Pakistan’s governing systems.'*

Sustainable Development Goals

The conflict in Jammu and Kashmir relates to several UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), showing the
broader implications of regional instability. These goals are a
call to action and a “blueprint to achieve a better and more
sustainable future for all”.'” This includes addressing issues
like security, humanitarian needs, and political problems in
the region. It is important to understand how these goals relate
to the situation in order to find protective measures and long-

term solutions.

The first and most important SDG in relation to this topic
is Goal 3: Good Health and Well-Being, which is “ensuring
healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages”.'*
The civilians of Jammu and Kashmir are at the core of these
hostilities, which is why it is crucial to address the region’s
humanitarian crisis. Protecting these civilians is one of the
primary goals of the UN’s peacekeeping body, especially those
who are victims of unlawful killings, torture, rape, arbitrary
arrests, and other human rights abuses. Kashmiri youth have
grown up in harsh conditions, and many lack proper access
to education and healthcare, stressing the importance of Goal
4: “Ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education and
promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all”.'” Terrorists
and separatists have burned down schools and imposed
curfews, keeping students out of class for long periods of
time."*® In February 2024, the Kashmiri government closed
schools, leaving over 10,000 teachers jobless. Even for those
who can attend school, the conflict disrupts their education,
leading to dropouts and greater difhiculties. These can be due
to forced movement, financial issues, or recruitment into

military groups.'”
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Goal 16 is “Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions”. It
focuses on creating peaceful societies, providing justice for
everyone, and building fair institutions.* The main function
of the UN peacekeeping mission is peacebuilding itself,
which helps countries move from war to peace and prevent
future conflicts.’! In Jammu and Kashmir, the C-34 Special
Committee fulfills this by working to prevent conflict,
protecting people, and improving security. The portion on
strengthening institutions involves addressing security forces
and government agencies, as well as ensuring that protective
measures respect human rights. Strategies to prevent violence
and manage conflict are also steps towards creating a more

peaceful environment in the region.

Bloc Analysis

Points of Division

The discussion of this topic is influenced by three main points
of division: countries in support of India, countries in support
of Pakistan, and non-aligned countries. The primary drivers
behind the divisions between these blocs will center around
different perceptions on which country should be the one that
maintains control of the Kashmir region. For countries within
the bloc that supports India’s claim to the Kashmir region, their
main goal would be to focus on solidifying India’s sovereignty
over Kashmir and Jammu. Countries in this bloc would also
most likely push for the committee to adopt an increased
policing role in the region. These proposals would likely mean
an increased emphasis on counter terrorism and looking for
ways to have UNMOGIP play a larger role in helping Indian

authorities with countering violence in the region.

On the other hand, countries within the bloc that supports
Pakistan’s view of Kashmir and Jammu would likely look
for ways for UNMOGIP to play a larger role in human
rights enforcement in the Indian side of Kashmir. Multiple

human rights reports have been released about the Indian
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government’s treatment of predominantly Muslim civilians in
Kashmir. Countries aligned with Pakistan would likely want
to see a larger role of the peacekeepers to focus on human
rights enforcement. Due to their allegation that the Indian
government is actively abusing human rights, countries within
this bloc would likely be looking for means to push Indian
authorities to restore human rights and push the reinstatement

of Article 370.

Countries within the neutral bloc would likely look for a way
to either push both groups together towards a comprehensive
agreement or look for a third path. Countries within this bloc
may look at ways to find a solution that the other two blocs
would be amenable to. Regardless of what delegates within
the non-aligned bloc decide, they are in a unique position
to play a mediating role in the committee. Each group has
their own views on sovereignty, mediation, human rights, and
diplomacy. These differences will help the committee come up

with effective policy ideas and peacekeeping solutions.

Countries in Support of India

These countries are more likely to oppose international
mediation, favoring bilateral dialogue between India and
Pakistan. They support the stance that the Kashmir issue is an
internal one. This bloc may include countries who are radically
supportive of India specifically regarding Kashmir or those who
are Indian allies but favor taking a more balanced approach.
By holding a slightly neutral position, these countries, such as
the U.S., may have differing views on the modification of the
UNMOGIP. Depending on this, they may remain in this bloc
or shift towards the “Non-Aligned Countries” bloc in order to

suit their best interests, country policy, and foreign relations.

This bloc advocates for measures that respect Indias control
over Jammu and Kashmir. They back Indias fight against
terrorism and focus on security and development. They also
suggest changing the UNMOGIP’s role since India believes
it’s not needed anymore.'*? Since the Simla Agreement, India
has not complained to the UNMOGIP about Pakistan and
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has limited the group’s activities on India’s side of the LoC.'*
The bloc’s support is based on shared interests and strategic

alliances, as well as alignment with India’s policies on the issue.

Members of this bloc would typically not call for international
help on the issue, which India strongly opposes. Instead,
they would agree that it should be solved through direct
talks between India and Pakistan. The U.S. supports this idea
and believes the Kashmiri people’s opinions should also be
heard in these discussions.'* Many countries, like the U.S.,
are not fully on India’s side about Jammu and Kashmir but
support India in other ways. Examples include the United
Kingdom, France, Germany, Japan, Australia, Canada, South
Korea, Brazil, and Indonesia. Germany, for instance, values
its strategic and economic ties with India, promoting peaceful
resolution without heavy intervention.'® Japan and India have
a long history rooted in strong cultural ties and enjoy good

relations through “special strategic and global partnership.”'*

There are also countries that have shown their support for India
specifically on the Kashmir conflict. During a UN debate on
the situation of human rights worldwide, the Kashmir report
was rejected by six nations: Bhutan, Afghanistan, Mauritius,
Belarus, Cuba, and Venezuela. The Mauritian representative,
for instance, questioned the assessment and agreed with India’s

rejection of any third party involvement in the matter.'”

Countries in Support of Pakistan

These countries either disagree with India’s claim to Jammu
g

and Kashmir or are simply allies of Pakistan who want a fair

solution with a balanced approach. They are aligned with the
idea that Pakistan believes that India has no right to Kashmir
and opposes their attempts to get global recognition of this. This
bloc is focused on humanitarian needs, supporting Kashmir’s
right to self-determination, and condemning human rights
violations. They want the UNMOGIP’s role to be expanded
for better monitoring and mediation. They support Pakistan’s
belief that the group should be more involved in maintaining
peace and security along the LoC and that ceasefire violations
complaints should continue.'*® These countries believe that
UN involvement and global cooperation are essential for

peace and security.

Countries in this bloc focus on human rights problems in the
region, drawing attention to violations and calling for outside
help. They support efforts to improve freedoms through global
aid or advocacy. China is a main actor in this issue since their
policy on the Kashmir conflict plays an important role in
regional stability and crisis management in South Asia. Yet,
China’s position has changed through the decades.'” It is
important to consider China’s current position to conduct
debate. Some countries in favor of Pakistan include Turkey,
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Iran,
and the member states of The Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC)."® The OIC is an organization that has
supported Pakistan’s position on Kashmir, calling for peaceful
resolutions and international attention. It has 57 member
states, 48 of which are Muslim-majority, such as Azerbaijan,

Oman, and Jordan."™!
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Non-Aligned Countries

These counties do not fully support or oppose India or
Pakistan. They want a balanced and safe approach focused
on peacekeeping and international mediation. Putting the
rights of the Kashmiri people first, these countries prioritize
increased humanitarian assistance and global cooperation. This
is where the UNMOGIP comes in to ensure transparency and
accountability. This bloc may include most of the countries
since it is neutral and aims to help civilians without taking
an extreme position. They believe the UNMOGIP should
have a bigger role in ensuring transparency and helping India
and Pakistan hold peace talks. Non-aligned countries support
following international law and respecting each country’s
rights. They also prefer solutions that involve multiple
countries working together. For instance, they might suggest
creating neutral zones for delivering aid without interference
from either side. This balanced approach aims to keep the

region stable and resolve issues through global cooperation.

Non-aligned countries also support actions to build trust and
reduce tensions, helping India and Pakistan work together in
Kashmir to encourage peace. They believe it's important to
listen to the people of Kashmir which could be done by the
inclusion of certain parties and voices through peace talks.
Examples of non-aligned countries could be Switzerland,
Austria, Singapore, South Africa, Egypt, Mexico, Nigeria,

Ireland, and the Scandinavian countries.

Although there are countries who might be in support of
either India or Pakistan generally, those who are not radically
aligned with them on the Kashmir issue can also be considered
members of this bloc. Brazil and Indonesia, for instance, are
more aligned with India in a diplomatic sense, but they also
have the freedom to take a more neutral stance on the issue.

Malaysia is another nation that could dip into both the pro-

Pakistan and non-aligned blocs. The U.S., United Kingdom,

Germany, and France are others who fall into a similar boat.

Committee Mission

The Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (C-34)
is a part of the UN that reviews and makes recommendations
on peacekeeping missions. They focus on protecting civilians,
preventing violence, and suggesting policy changes.”* The
topic of implementing protective measures in Jammu and
Kashmir fits this role. The region faces serious human rights
abuses, such as wrongful detentions and killings. These
abuses have made life very difficult, especially for women
and children." If no action is taken, these problems could
worsen and affect nearby areas and global peace. Increased
global support and better protective measures could keep
civilians safe, reduce abuses, and ensure aid reaches those who
need it most. This would help create long-term peace and

development in Jammu and Kashmir.

Another important issue to address is that some groups
cannot freely express themselves or move around. Journalists,
for example, are often watched and can be arrested without
reason.'” These limits create a lot of fear, making it harder to
build trust and dialogue between parties. Easing these rules
could help improve discussions and let journalists and activists
work safely. Other problems that can be addressed through
protective measures include economic instability, security
issues, and lack of access to basic services. To meet these goals,
the C-34 committee can suggest better protection plans,
improve peacekeeper training, and encourage countries to
work together.” For instance, peacekeepers could be trained
to address specific issues facing different groups to ensure well-
rounded work. The C-34 can use its reports and policy reviews

to shape such strategies and solutions."
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Research and Preparation Questions

Your dais has prepared the following research and preparation questions as a means of providing guidance for your

research process. These questions should be carefully considered, as they embody some of the main critical thought and

learning objectives surrounding your topic.

Topic A

How has the ongoing conflict in South Sudan impacted neighboring countries? In what ways might these regional effects

influence your efforts to create effective conflict resolution strategies?

2. What are the key obstacles to achieving lasting peace in South Sudan, and how can these challenges be effectively addressed
through conflict resolution strategies? Given the human rights violations in South Sudan, what steps can your country take
to help mitigate the violence and ensure the delivery of humanitarian aid?

3. How have the UN Peacekeeping operations contributed to supporting South Sudan’s pursuit of peace? Has your country
participated in these operations in general, and if so, what role did your country play?

4. Does your country have any special interests in South Sudan or any neighboring state that may impact your goals for
resolving the conflict in South Sudan? If so, are these political, economic, cultural, or military?

5. Has your country previously dealt with internal conflict, specifically ethnic-related violence? If so, how did your country
overcome this conflict? What measures were created to stop the fighting? Did the United Nations intervene?

6. How do the ongoing conflicts and foreign influence in neighboring states affect the chances of resolving the ongoing conflict
in South Sudan and building a sustainable peace? How should the committee address foreign influence concerning this topic?

Topic B

1. How has the conflict in Jammu and Kashmir impacted your broader strategic interests in South Asia? How do you intend to
address humanitarian concerns in the region while respecting sovereignty and country alliances?

2. How does the conflict in Jammu and Kashmir intersect with environmental stressors in the region, such as access to natural
resources, and what influence does it have on your approach to the issue? How can such connections be addressed through
peace negotiations or resource-sharing agreements?

3. What lessons from other peacekeeping missions around the world can be applied to the conflict in Jammu and Kashmir, and
how can your country leverage these strategies to address peace, security, human rights violations, and other issues affecting
the region?

4. Has there ever been a violation of a ceasefire agreement between your country and other member states? Was that violation
similar to the ceasefire agreement in Jammu and Kashmir? What, if any, were the consequences of such a violation? Were
there any actions or efforts made to repair a ceasefire agreement?

5. Has your country ever dealt with violence from terrorist groups? What were solutions imposed to mitigate violence? Was
there any involvement from peacekeeping organizations or UN bodies?

6. How did the response of your country differ from India or Pakistan’s response surrounding violence from terrorist groups?
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